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yielding the floor.) As I suppose the gentleman 
* ads to move the previous question, according 
a promise, I wish to say a word or two upon 
this subject now. The resolution declares that 
spose clerks Shall be appointed with the usual pay 
orsalary. Now, I donot know what ts usual. | 
want the gentieman who introduced the resolution, 
to tell the House what he means by it. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Ido not know 
what is usual. - ed 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Fourdollarsa day. 
Mr. MASON. Tbe usual compensation for 
all these clerks is fifteen hundred dollars; and at 
the end of every session, we give them two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars extra. 
Mr. STEPHENS. Then, that is what we are 
Fo understand to be the usualcompensation. Now, 
notwithstanding the remarks of the genveman from 
Tennessee, I do not see what these clerks can have 
to do; and I want the gentleman to tell me again, 
distinctly, what he wants with a clerk. Does he 
want to draw up the reports of the committee? 
Mr. STANTON. What do the Ways and 
Means want with a clerk? ® 
Mr. STEPHENS. I put the question distinctly, 
what functions are these clerks to perform? The 
centieman from Tennessee answers my question, 
by asking what do the Ways and Means want 
withaclerk? The Ways and Means need aclerk, 
because of the immense amount of writing in draw- 
ing up the usual bills. Alloarappropriation bills, 


which make up nearly half our statutes every | 


year, are bills drawn up strictly in pursuance of 
law,and a clerk can do that business just as well 
as any member of the committee. There is an 
immense deal of manual labor to be performed, 
and the House therefore, very properly, allows 
that committee to employ a Seite. Now, I ask 
thegentleman from Tennessee, if he wants aclerk 
to draw up his bills? 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I think the 
gentleman from Georgia is entirely mistaken in 
his description of the work performed by the clerk 
of the Ways and Means. 
for the purpose of drawing up their bills, but for 
the purpose of carrying on correspondence with 
the Digartnanfs. Now, there is scarcely a case 
among one hundred cases before the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, that does not require some cor- 
respondence with the Department. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Willthe gentleman tell me 
a single case? 

Mr. STANTON. I mention the case that was 
sent by this House back to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
amount of the physician’s bill, in the case of Com- 
mander Pendergrast. The House seems to have 
adopted the principle that committees shall not 
refer matters to the Departments to determine the 
amount that may be due on the testimony pre- 
sented to them, but that the committee shall re- 
ceive the testimony and determine upon it. I have 
given the gentleman a case. 


He is not employed | 


\} 


Mr.STEPHENS. The gentleman refers to a | 


casein which the committee had to correspond 
with the Department to ascertain the amount of a 
certain bill said tobe due. Well, I say that if the 
party claiming an amount of money cannot tell the 
committee, and prove to it, what is due to him, the 
‘committee ought to reject the claim. Are we to 
employ clerks to hunt up proof in order to per- 
fect the evidence of claims against this Govern- 
ment? 

Mr. CABELL, (interposing.) Being a mem- 
ber of the Naval Committee, I desire to answer 
the question of the gentleman, what necessity we 
have for this clerk. For four years I have been a 


ember of the Committee on Naval Affairs, with | 


every desire to inform myself with regard to the 
interests of the Navy, and we all know the reforms 
necessary, and the legislation necessary, in order to 
restore that branch of the public service. But I 

ave found that, notwithstanding this desire, it has 


ten utterly out of my power to give any attention | 


: those public matters connected with the Navy, 
rom the fact that every claim against the Govern- 
ment arising out of any service connected with the 
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Navy, is referred to the committee. These claim- 
ants have their agents here, or are here themselves, 
and are constantly urging upon the members of the 
committee to examine their particular cases, and 
it is almost impossible to avoid yielding to these 
solicita ions. For myself, as a member of that 
committee, I do not act upon these cases until | 
have the full information from the Department 
necessary to predicate my report upon. ‘This in- 
volves upon me the necessity either of going to 
the Departments, and from oue clerk to another, 
spending whole days there in getting this informa- 
tlon, or else of a very extensive correspondence, 
and my whole time is thus occupied. 
be allowed to employ a clerk, not for the purpose 
of making out our reports, but for the purpose of 
obtaining the necessary information. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then, that comes right 
down to the point which I pressed upon the gen- 
|Ueman from ‘Tennessee. If any persons 
claims against this Government, connected with 
the Navy or Army Departments, let them present 
their own papers, 

Mr. CABELL. They do it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then is this House to 
constitute a court of one of its committees to de- 
cide upon claims against the Government, and 
then send a clerk to hunt up additional evidence 
against the Government? Is that the object of the 
clerk? If a memorial or claim is referred to the 
committee, the allegations in which are not sus- 
,tained by evidence, let the committee report it to 
this House. 

I am altogether opposed to the practice of com- 
mittees of this House doing their business by 
proxy. If we grant those clerks, the operation of 
the system will be this: Large and voluminous 
papers, submitted to the committees, will not be 
examined by the members themselves, but the 
clerks will be directed to sift out the important 
facts, and the report of the committee will be 
based upon those facts. You see that by this 


|course of proceeding much mischief will arise | 


He 


He may give them a 


when the clerk comes to report the facts. 
| may not report them truly. 
false coloring. 
fore, | am in favor of requiring every committee of 


So far as lam concerned, there- | 


We ask to | 


have | 


this House, when it takes a subject into its hands, 


to give it a rigid personal examination, so that 
facts may not be reported to the House which have 
only been compiled by a clerk. 

One other remark. ~The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr. McLananan} chairman ofthe Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, on yesterday made a re- 
port from that committee, of which we ordered the 
Committee on Printing to take into consideration 
the proposition to print five thousand extra copies. 
The object of that report is to call the attention of 
the country to the enormous increase in the ex- 
penses of your courts of justice. 
those expenses had now run up to the enormous 
sum of nearly $900,000. That gentleman moved 
the printing of those extra copies because the 
country ought to know what the expenses of your 
judiciary are. I admit that they are enormous, 
and I am for cutting them down. But what a 
view does this House present in this respect! Our 
contingent expenses, exclusive of the pay of mem- 

| bers, alone will be $250,000 this year. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. McLanauan} 
says that the expenses of the judiciary have in- 
creased more than twelve hundred per cent. within 
| the last few years; and I think he is correct. 
I believe the contingent expenses of this Heuse 
has been increased in a much larger ratio; and I 
think if we desire to give the country information 
in relation to the extravagant waste of the public 
money, that we had better begin at home. 
| when the proposition comes up to print extra 
copies of the report of the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, I shall move that we also give to the 


the expenses Of the contingent fund of this House. 
I thank the gentleman from North Carolina for 
|| yielding me the floor. ; 

\ ones HEBARD, (the gentleman from North 
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But | 


country information of the enormous increase of 
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SSION.,. 


purpose, said, I desire, in the first place, to inquire 
whether the resolution as it now stands provides 
for giving a clerk to each of the 

named in it, or only one for both? 

The SPEAKER. The original resolution pro- 
vides for giving a clerk to the Co: ttee on Na- 
val Affairs. An amendment has been offered to 
give a clerk also to the Committee 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. HEBARD. I do pretend to know 
very much about the interests or the wants of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. But durine the last 
Congress | was appointed «am ber of the Com- 
niittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and those 
who were members of that committee will proba- 
bly recollect, that during that Congress there was 
considerable business for that committee to do. 
The whole subject of postage, and everything 
connected with the post offices of the country, 
were overhauled, and we were borne down with 
the number of petitions and memortals from every 
portion of the country upon that subject. The 
chairman of that committee did ask for un clerk, 
I did not see that there was mucle use for a clerk 
for that committee, and was glad when the House 
refused to give one. Now, if [can make any 
calculation upon the subject, the amount of busi- 
ness before the Committee of the Post Office and 
Post Roads for the present session cannot be half 
what it was for the last session. But whether it 
is half as much, or twice as much, if it is of the 
same character as then, there is very little of it 


two committees 


in 
on the Post 


not 


‘which ean be properly performed ‘by a clerk. 


There was very little during the last Congress 
which I should have been willing to have reported 
to the House, if it had been prepared by a clerk, 
without being examined by the members of the 
committee themselves. There was one single 
item of labor upon which a clerk could have been 
profitably employed. It is usual in every session to 
have one general bill creating pew post routes. 
They are generally made up from petitions and 
memorials, and are then imbodied in one general 
bill. A clerk can as well do that as the members 
of the committee themselves. But this will not 
require more than two or three days, or, at most, 
a week, near the close of the session. For that 
time, it would be convenient enough for that com- 
mittee to havea clerk. 

A Voice. One day will doi 

Mr. HEBARD. ‘The gentleman says one day 
will do it all. I have no doubt it will: but for the 
sake of being liberal, I allowed a week: and Lam 
willing that committee shall havea clerk for that 
time; but I am satisfied, from the experience I had 
then, that there is a class of men about this eity, 
and hanging about Congress, who are anxious to 
get provided for. Some of them do get provided 
for; and I will remark, that sometimes they are 
provided for meritoriously, and a grent many 
times they are not. I know that it 1s not very 
popular to talk about economy, but it does seem 
to me that we must begin somewhere. 

l recollect during the last Congress there was 
an attempt made to get a clerk for the Sapreme 
Court; not for the purpose of helping to do their 
general business, but a private clerk to the Judges. 
But there was at that time a disposition to exer- 
cise the principles of economy enough to resist it, 
and it was not granted. 


} 
fil. 


Mr. JOHN W. HOWE. I should like to 
know—— 
Mr. STANLY. I am very much gratified at 


these explanations; but I ask the Chair how much 
of my hour I have yet left? 

The SPEAKER. About fifteen minutes. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I desire that 
the gentleman from North Carolina will allow me 
to make one suggestion in ‘regard to this resolu- 
tion. The question now is, I believe, to instruct 
the Committee on Accounts to inquire into the 
necessity of employing a clerk for the Committee 
on Naval Affairs and the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. I would suggest that that 
committee be authorized to make a general in- 
quiry as to whether any of the standing commit- 
I am very 
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anxious that the Committee on Commerce shall || 
have one given it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion 
that all the standing committees are embraced in 
the resolution as it now stands. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I understand it as embra- 
cing only the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads and the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
I ask that the resolution may be read. 

‘The resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the resolution from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, with the amendment, be referred to the Com 
mittee on Accounts, with instructions to inquire into the 
number of clerks already employed in the service’ of the 
House, and whether the number cannot be reduced without 
detriment to the public service, and that they have leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. SEYMOUR. I do not see that the reso- 
lution covers any except two committees. J move 
that the amendment which | have indicated be in- 
serted. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
North Carolina yield the floor for that purpose? 

Mr. STANLY. I do not care what amend- 
ment ta offered. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I desire to in- 
quire if the morning hour has not expired ? 

The SPEAKER. 4t has expired. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. . 

Several Memspers. You cannot do that. 

The SPEAKER. According to the rules of 
the House, the Chair is under the impression that 
the gentleman from:Tennessee [Mr. Harris] can- 
not arrest the business of the House to make that 
motion. He may move to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the business on the Speaker’s table, 
however, if he desires. 

Mr. HARRIS. Then I will change my mo- 
tion. I move that the House do now proceed to 
the consideration of the business on the Speaker’s 
table. 

Mr. HUNTER. I rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman cannot take the floor from the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. Seymour] for the 
purpose of submitting that motion. 

‘The SPEAKER. By an express rule of the 
House the gentleman has the right to make the 
motuon. 

Mr. HUNTER. But has he the right to take 
the floor from another member for that purpose? 

The SPEAKER. He has the right to arrest 
the business of the House, and can take the floor 
from another member. 

Mr. MASON. I desire to know if this is not 
private bill day? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to proceed to the business on the Speaker’s table, 
and it was decided in the negative. 

The question recurred on the motion to refer, 
with instructions to the Committee on Accountsthe | 
resolution for the appointment of a clerk to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, moved to add | 
to the instructions the following, viz: 

And whether any of the standing committees of the House 
require the services of a clerk. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. J ask the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Sranzy] to yield 
me the floor for a moment. It is not so same for 
the purpose of opposing the appointment of clerks 
—for upon that point I believe my opinions are 
well known. I will say, however, that I have 
served upon this Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and I never saw the necessity of a 
clerk while | was a member of that committee. | 
But many of the gentlemen who support this ap- 
plication—— 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I rise to a 
— of order. I do not understand that under 
the rules of the House the gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. ed can keep the floor and 
yield it to whom he pleases in this manner. | 
make the point that he has no right to retain the 
floor and parcel it out as he pleases. 

The SPEAKER. Acnnelions to universal cus- 
tom he may yield it for the purpose of explanation 
to whatever gentleman may desire it. 

Mr. JONES, (resuming.) It is known that I 
am opposed to the appointment of clerks to these | 
committees, because I believe they are unneces- | 
sary, and not required. I voted for the appoint- | 
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THE 


| Means, and being a member of that committee | 


| that committee—the civil and diplomatic appropri- 
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ment of a clerk to the Committee of Ways and | 


am frequently met with the inquiry, Is not therea 
clerk in your committee? Thereis. And as there 
is also something said about the duties of that | 
clerk, I will say here, that there is one bill from | 


ation bill—which requires the services of a clerk. | 
When the estimates are first sent to the Committee 

of Ways and Means, that clerk takes them up and | 
»xrepares a paper, ruled in parallel columns, and | 
lentod with the years 1840, 1841, 1842—and so on | 
with each year to the last appropriation bill—and 

at the left hand thereof he enters the name of each | 
separate item of expenditure, and opposite each 

item and under each of the different headings, 

enters the amount of expenditure for the various 

years embraced in his list; and also under another 

heading, enters the amount estimated for the year 

for which the appropriation is asked, in order that 

the committee may be able to compare the items 

of estimates submitted, with the corresponding 

appropriations in previous years. 

The committee take up this bill, go through it 
and determine upon each item, whether they will 
allow it, or what corrections they will make in it, 
and then the clerk takes it and draws up in form 
the result to which the committee has arrived, and 
the committee report it to the House. And that 
is the case with every general appropriation bill 
that comes before that committee. The civil and 
diplomatic appropriation, the Army appropria- 
tion, the Navy appropriation, the pension appro- 
priation, all these various bills, go through this 
process by the clerk of that committee. Then, 
sir, here are hundreds of items in this one solitary 


| bill, the civil and diplomatic bill, and the com- 


mittee frequently want information upon this item 
and upon that—they want information as to the 
amount, or as to the necessity of the appropriation 
asked for. And this information can only be ob- 
tained from the different Departments, and the clerk 
is charged with the duty, as the organ of the com- 
mittee, of going to the different Departments and 
offices, to get the necessary information for the 
committee to base their action upon. And here I 
would remark, that there is more labor for a clerk, 
upon this one, the civil and diplomatic appropri- 
ation bill, than there was fora clerk to the Fant 
Office Committee during the whole session of 


the Congress, while I was a member of that com- | 


mittee. 


Now the great labor upon the Post Office Com- | 


mittee when I was a member of it, was to prepare 
the general post route bill. But the chairman of 


the committe divided out the applications for post | 


routes to the different members of the committee, 


dividing the whole Union into districts, and assign- | 


ing to each member certain ‘States, to examine the 
applications from those States for post routes; and 
the members severally made out reports for their 
districts, and -the chairman put them all together 
and made one bill of the whole, and so reported it 
to the House. 

Mr. STANLY. I perceive my time, which 
has mostly been occupied by others, has nearly 
expired. 


Mr. JONES. The gentleman has informed 


me that his time is out, and I will not extend my || 


remarks. 

Mr.STANLY. I have hardly time to move 
the previous question. I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I presume 
| that, having reported this resolution, 1 have the 
| right to make a reply to what has been said. 

The SPEAKER. 


is seconded. 


The previous question then received a second, | 


, and the main question was ordered to be put. . 
Mr. STANTON. 

the floor for any length of time. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 

| tion of order. 

other day, upon my suggestion, that the chair- 

man who reported a resolution was not entitled 


l rise to a ques- 


been voted down? 


mitted, but he thinks that he has no such right 
upon the question of reference. 


Mr. STANTON. I do not intend to detain 


L GLOBE. 


1} 


| House require the services of a clerk2” 


After the previous question || 


I do not intend to occupy | 
Did not the Chair decide, the 


toan hour to speak until a motion to refer had 


The SPEAKER. That was the decision. The | 
gentleman is entitled to an hour whien the House | 
comes to a direct vote upon the proposition sub- 
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the House long, if I have 
speak. 
The question was then taken u 


Y tw 


pon the amend. 


ment of the gentleman from New York. ry 


Seymovur;} which amendment was, “and ‘al 
whether any of the standing committees of a 
3 of this 


and jj 
was agreed to. _ 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. {[y j: now | 
order to move to lay the whole subjeet upon th 
table? - 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then I make that motio, 

Mr. STANTON. I insist that upon that m., 
tion I have a right to be heard. — 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks ; 
tleman has no such right. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 1 withdraw my motioy ,, 
lay upon the table. I have no objection to jet 1), 

f subject go to the Committee on Accounts for ‘a 
vestigation. 

| ‘The question was then taken upon the motion 
refer the resolution, with the instructions, to tl - 
Committee on Accounts; and it was agreed to 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved to peony. 
sider the vote by which the resolution was referraj 
to the Committee on Accounts, and to Jay the 

motion to reconsider upon the table; which latte; 
motion was agreed to. : 


Mr. DANIEL. I move that the Honse resolys 
itself into a Committee of the Whole House upon 
the Private Calendar. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. [ renew my 
motion, that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole upon the state of the Union upon the special 
orders. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I risetoa privi- 
leged motion. I move that when this House ad. 
journs to-day, it adjourn to meet on Monday next 
| at twelve o’clock. . 

[Cries of ** That’s right!” ‘* That’s right!” 

Mr. GOODENOW demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the motion; which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was agreed 


he fen. 


to 


Mr. FLORENCE. I suppose reports from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs are still in order? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Danie] moves, that the House 
resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole upon 
the Private Calendar 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I wish tosus- 
| gest to the gentleman from North Carolina, the 
chairman of the Committee of Claims, in reference 
to his motion, that the members of the House have 
not been provided this morning with the usual 
calendar of business. 
Voices. ‘* Yesthey have.’’ ** Here they are.” 
Mr. SEYMOUR. They have been laid upon 
the tables of some of the members, but not of a 
great majority; and I have been informed that the 
rey furnished by the printer has been dis- 
tributed, but there is not enough for more than one 
third of the members. I hope the gentleman wi!, 
under the circumstances, withdraw his motion, 
and let us go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. Gentlemen will recollect that 
the proposition is not debatable. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I only want to 
| say to the gentleman from New York, that here 
is the Calendar, and I was wonderfully struck 
with the superior paper upon which it has been 
|| printed. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair must arrest this, 
conversation. It is out of order. ’ 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. What's the 
| order of business if the rules are not suspended’ 
The SPEAKER. The call for reports irom 
committees will be continued until finished. 
Mr. CABELL. [If it is in order, I wish to ca | 
the attention of the chairman of the Committee 0! 
, Claims [Mr. one the— - 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair will be compelle¢ 
to arrest this conversation. : bo 
The question was then taken upon the molto! 
of Mrstlanaes, of Tennessee, that the rules °° 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 





and it was disagreed to. 


The question recurring upon the motion of _ 
| Danie, that the House resolve itself into a Co" 


' Committee of the Whole upon the special orders; 
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as . rr eine di 

kK rhe SPEAKER. _ Reports are still in order 
. 5 . * ~* 
;om the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

‘ 7 ~r —~ 8 
' On motion by Mr. FLORENCE, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis- 

wed from the further consideration of the memorial of 
sysaunders, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
yjlitary Affairs. 

Ur. GOODENOW, from the Committee on 
Naval 
we ‘ j 
sites, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 


i made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, | 


sith the reports accompanying, ordered to be 
arinted, VIZ: 
4 pill for the relief of Jacob J. Storer; and 

A bill for the relief of James A. Fawns. 

Mr. G. also from the same committee, reported 
a pill to modify the pay of certain warrant officers 
of the Navy; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and, with 
the report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, from the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Monmouth B. Hart, Joel Kelly, and William 
Close, securities of the late Benjamin F. Hart, a 
purser in the United States Navy; which was 


Affairs, reported the following bills; which | 
-e severally read a first and second time by their | 


read a first and second time by its title, referred to | 


a Committee of the Whole, made the order of the 
day for to-morrow, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
Joon H. Wesche, of the firm of Wesche & Co., of Puebla, 
Mexico, praying indemnity for losses sustained by said firm 
in consequence of the annulling of a contract made with the 
aent of the United States, for supplying the army with 


certain articles; and it was referred to the Committee on | 


Military Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
Samuel Adams, and others, citizens of Castine, in Maine, 
praying Congress to take measures to have international 
disputes settled by umpirage rather than by any appeal to 
the sword, and that nations will war no more; and that the 
memorial do lie on the table. 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, it was 

Ordered, That the Cominittee on Foreign Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
C.W. Jay, and others, asking Congress to pass a Jaw fixing 
the residences of foreign ministers of the Despotic Govern- 
ments at least one hundred miles from the seat of Govern- 
ment; and that the memorial do lie on the table. 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying that a law may be passed 
loprevent the immigration of foreign convicts, felons, and 
paupers, into the United States; and that said petition be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. SCUDDER, it was 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


committee has no more right than an individual 


member of the House to submit a resolution to 
make a special order, which would, if objected to, 
require a suspension of the rules—motions for 
which purpose being in order only on Mondays. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Has not this been the uni- 
form practice of the House? 

The SPEAKER. It has been customary to set 
apart days for the consideration of territorial busi- 
ness, but not in the manner proposed. 

Mr. HALL. It can be done only by the sas- 
pension of the rules, which motion is not in order 


, to-day. 


Mr. STUART. 


I will withdraw the motion, 


te. . . . 
| Intending to submit it on Monday, as I do not 


wish to consume the time of the House upon 
points of order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, reported ** A bill authorizing the Govern- 
or of the Territory of New Mexico to call an extra 
session of the Legislative Assembly of the said 


| Territory, if the same be deemed necessary and 


expedient;’” which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and, with the report accompanying, or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. MILLSON, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of the heirs of Daniel Starr, asking seven years half pay for 
his services as a lieutenant in the Navy; and it was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. MILLSON,, it was 

Ordered, Thatthe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
of Rachel Moorey, of Clinton county, New York, praying 
for a pension on account of the services of her late husband 
and that it do lie on the table. 


Mr. MILLSON, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made adverse reports in the 
following cases; which were severally ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

The petition of James S. Mitchell, praying for 
an allowance under the bounty land law of 1850; 
and 

The petition of the heirs of certain revolution- 
ary. soldiers residing in Chenango county, New 
York, asking for grants of bounty land. 

Mr. TUCK, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made an adverse report on the 
petition of John King, of New York, praying 
arrears of pensions from 1818 to 1-24, at the rate 


of $8 per month; which was ordered to lie on the 


| table and be printed. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of Isaac Cobb; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, referred to a Committee 


| of the Whole, made the order of the day for to- 


morrow, and, with the accompanying report, or- 


| dered to be printed. 


Ordered, That the Committee on Territories be dis- \| 


charged from the further consideration of the memorial of 
the Legislative Assembly of New Mexico, praying for ap 

propriations for the completing of a road from Santa Fé to 
Taos, and that it be referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 


Mr. STUART, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the third week in April next be set apart 
for the consideration of territorial business, and that during 


that week such business shall take precedence over other | 


business, and be regarded as the special order. 


Mr. STUART. I was told by the chairman of 
the committee, who was expected to make this 
report, that such was the arrangement at the last 


Congress, that certain days were setapart for that 


purpose, 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I rise toa ques- 
ton of order. The House never instructed this 
committee to take into consideration the time at 
Which territorial business should be taken up, and 
hence they can submit no report upon the subject. 
They can report only upon matters committed to 
them. It is not competent for a committee to ask 
the suspension of the rules for the purpose of in- 
— a resolution, except on Monday of each 
reek. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair eannot entertain 
* motion to suspend tie rules of the House, at 
any time, except on Monday of every week. .The 
‘air Overrules the point of order of the gentleman 
from Georgia in this, that he thinks it competent 
for the committee to consider and ‘report upon the 
me proper to take up territorial business; but the 


On motion by Mr. TOWNSHEND, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 


| be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 


of William K. Blair for additional compensation for services 
rendered in the State of Tennessee, from 1836 to 1847; 


| which was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. BOCOCK, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of David My- 
erly; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, with 
the report accompanying, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EDGERTON. With the consent of the 


| House I will make a report from the Committee 


of Claims, being absent from the Hall when that 


| committee was called. 


Mr. MARTIN. I object. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, made an adverse re- 
port on the petition of David Berry and others, 
and the resolution of the State of Ohio in favor of 
a pension for Henry Johnson; which was ordered 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported the following 
bills; which were severally read a firstand second 
time by their titles, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and ordered to be printed, together with 


the accompanying reports, viz: 


ory 


A bill for the relief of Catharine Clark; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Shade; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas P. Dudley. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, said he had been 


these memorials. 


| 
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instructed by the Committee on [pvalid Pensions 
to ask that said committee be dis ‘harged from the 


further consideration of the following petitions, 
and that they be referred to the Committee 
Naval Affairs, viz: 

The petition of John Duncan for an invalid pen- 
s10N In consequence of a disab:lity received in the 
naval service of the United States: 

The petition of Mary Woodward, of Connec- 
ticut, the widow of Lieutenant Woodward. 


lost his life in of the | 


On 


who 
the 


asking for a pension: and 


service states, 


rT 7 . 
lhe petition of Lot Davis for a pension in con 
} 


sideration of a disability incurred in the 


United 
States servi in the war W 1 La 


Mr. CABELL, of Florida. | 


sk respectfully 


what Is the purport of all thes ipplications trom 
which the Naval Committee asked to bes arged? 
They all ask, I believe, pensions for naval service 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. They are mé 
morials for the allowance of pensions for injuries 
sustained in the naval service of the: \ Che 
examination | have given the subject has ex 
vinced me, that heretofore that class of ¢ 3 
has been considered and reported upon by 
Committee on Naval Affairs. The committee 
which I am a*member, instructed me to ask U 


these cases be referred to that 
Mr. CABELL. Af 


fairs have unanimously passed a resolution, that 


committee, 


The Committe eon N ival 


they will report back cases of this kind to 


House, with a recommendation that they be re 


y 


ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions It 
Is no argument, asa reason for the reference to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, that the pension 


arose from services connected with the Navyv—no 
of military 
operauions should be referred to the Committee bh 
Military Affairs. As a r of the Naval 
Committee, I shall object to the reference. 


more than that pensions crowing out 


© ¢ 


memibe 


Mr. HARRIS. I will state, as a member of 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, that these 
cases belong to the Naval Committee. The con 


mittee are willing to discharge the 


duty, but after 
an examination of that class of ¢ , 


uses, and from the 
precedents heretofore established, the committee 
think that they appropriately belong 
committee, 


to the o he r 
1 desire to get the sense of the House 
as to which 1s the appropriate 


committee for the 


consideration of that class of cases 


Mr. CABELL. I will merely state, that the 
chief ground upon which the Committee on Naval 


Atiairs applied for a clerk was, that their time was 
very much engaged with private claims. Here is 
a committee appointed specially for the considera- 
tion of these particular cases, and I beg the House 
will refer these memorials to the appropriate com 
mittee, and not refer them to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I concur with 


the gentleman from Florida [Mr. Caper} in re- 


| gard to the disposition which ought to be made of 


ls If] understand them correct VY, 
they concern pensions, and, therefore, ought to 
go to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. I stated 
this morning, and it's very proper to say it here, 
that the Committee on Naval Affairs have more of 


these cases than it is possible for them to attend 


to. So far asl am individually concerned, | do 
not care a farthing whether the House give a 
clerk to that committee or not. I do not a 

clerk forthem, upon my ownaccount. I believeno 
one will charge me with neglect of duty, as heod 
of that committee, so far as I have canacity todo 


it. No one will charge me with want of industry, 
at least as much industry as ought to be applied 
to publie business under these circumstances. [ 
say to the House, that it is impossible for us to do 
the business of that committee, as things now are. 
I shall, however, do as much as I can, and the 
balance I shall leave undone. I think itis wholly 
unnecessary to send this memorial to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, when another committee 
can more appropriately dispose of it. I say fur 

| ther, that, if it goes there, it cannot probably receive 
the attention of the committee, 

Mr. HALL. I move that these memorials be 
recommitted to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The question raised by the 
chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
is, whether these subjects come legitimately before 

| the Committee on Invalid Pensions, or the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 1 believe the practice of 
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this Hlouse has been both ways. Very many of || with the reports accompanying, ordered to be | 


these petitions have been referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs; and many of them, also, 
have been referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. The appropriate duties of these com- 
mitlees, it seems to me, can be ascertained by re- 
ferring to the rales establishing the committees, and 
cefining their duties. Now, upon reference to 
the rules in relation to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, I find ** that it shall be the duty of the 
‘Committee on Invalid Pensions to take into con- 
‘sideration, all such matters respecting invalid 
‘pensions as shall be referred to them by the 


iy se 7? 
* ;ouse, 


The rule does not say, invalid pensions arising» 


from service in the military establishments of the 
country, but it says, ‘fall such matters respecting 


invalid pensions as shall be referred to them by | 


the House.’’ 

When IJ refer to the other rule defining the du- 
ties of the Committee on Naval Affairs, I find it 
provides that ‘it shall be the duty of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to take into consideration 
all matters which concern the naval establish- 
ment, and which shall be referred to them by the 
tlouse, and to report their opinion thereupon; and 
also to réport, from time to time, such measures 
as may contribute to economy and accountability 
in the said establishment. ’’ 

[t seems to me perfectly clear, under this defini- 
tion of the duties of the Committee on Naval 


Atfairs, that those petitions relating to invalid | 


THE 





pensions do not go before the committee on Na- | 


val Affairs, but to the committee on Invalid Pen- 


sions, according to the express terms of the rule || 


defining the duties of that committee. 

Mr. KUHNS demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, which was upon recom- 
mitting the memorials to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, made an adverse 
reporton the petition of Mary Perrigo, of New 
York, for arrears of pensions due to her late hus- 
band; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HAVEN. 
report accompanying the paper? Ifso, Lask that 
it be printed. I think the rule should be adopted 
in all cases to print adverse reports. 

Mr. HA RRIS moved that the report lie upon 
the table and be printed. 

There being no objection, it was so ordered. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
on Invalid Pensions, made an 
on thé memorial of Nathaniel A. 
praying for arrearages of pensions from 1839 to 
1850; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

Mr. EASTMAN, from the Committee on In- 


mittee adverse 


report 


I desire to inquire if there is a | 





Willis, | 


valid Pensions, reported the following bills; which | 
were severally read a first and second time by | 
their titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole | 


tlouse, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and, with the reports accompanying, ordered to 
be printed, viz: 


A bill for the relief of the late George Cassady; | 


A til for the relief of John Haven; and 
A bill for the relief of William Dwellys. 


Mr. EASTMAN, from the same committee, | 
made adverse reports in the following cases, which | 


were ordered to lieon the table and be printed, viz: 


The petition of Fielding G. Brown, asking for | 


an invalid pension for injuries in the service of 
the United States; and 

The petition of John O. Hodge, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, now receiving a pension for disability, ask- 
ing for an increase of pension. 

Mr. CLINGMAN entered a motion for the 


reconsideration of the case of Fielding G. Brown. | 


On motion by Mr. EASTMAN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Robert Gibson for a pension, as an invalid in the war of 
18i2; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MARTIN, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, 
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| printed, viz: 


A bill for the relief of Anthony Walter Bay- 


ard; and 


A bill for the relief of David Murphy, of Ohio. | 


Mr. MARTIN, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following cases; which were 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed, viz: 

The petition of Clemens Eaton, for arrears of 
pension; 

The petition of Henry and Robert Blow, of 
Tennessee, for arrears of pension for services in 
the war with Great Britain in 1812; 


The petition of Daniel Hager, jr., of Scoharie | 


county, New York, for arrears of pension; 
| The petition of John Davenport, of Missouri, 
| for arrearages of pension from 1824 to 1844; 
The petition of the heirs of Robert H. Dysen, 


| of Tennessee, on account of services during the | 


| war with Great Britain, and the more recent wars 
with the Indians; 
The petition of Hall Hutson, for a pension on 
| account of disability in the war of 1812; and 


The petition of Brooksey Bell, of Washington | 
county, Tennessee, asking for an increase of pen- | 


| sion to $8 per month. 
The petition of Lucy Morrison, of Kentucky, 


the widow of Archibald Morrison, for a pension | 


on account of the death of her husband from dis- 


ease contracted in the service of the United States; | 
The petition of David Troxell, of Tennessee, | 


asking for an irivalid pension; and 

The petition of Thomas Russell, a disabled me- 
chanic, of the National Armory at Harper’s Fer- 
ry, asking to be placed on the pension roll. 

Mr. MARTIN said the latter was a case of 


|| great hardship, but could not be admitted without 


forming a new class of cases. 


Mr. KUHNS, from the Committee on Invalid | 


Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, referred to a Committee of the 


hole | 


House, and made the order of the day for to- | 


ordered to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth E. V. Fields, 
the widow of Captain G. P. Fields, of the United 
States Army; 


| morrow, and, with the reports accompanying, | 


A bill for the relief of Henry Miller, a soldier | 


in the war of 1812; and 
A bill for the relief William Lynch, a soldier in 
the late war with Great Britain. 


Mr. KUHNS, from the same committee, made | 
an adverse report in the case of Moses Olmstead, | 
|, of New York, for a pension; which was ordered 


to lie on the table, and be printed. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio, from the Committee 


on Invalid Pensions, made an adverse report on | 


the petition of David Montgomery, for arrears of 


GLOBE. 


| sion; 
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without amendment, and moved its r 
Committee of the Whole House, th 
the order of the day for to-nforrow, and be ri 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. Task ee 
tleman from New York to withdraw his m aad 
for a moment, to enable me to offer z 
to that bill to go with it to the 
Whole House. 

Mr. JONES, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HARRIS then moved to amend the bill } 
striking out all after the enacting clause 
serting in lieu thereof the following: 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is 
rected to place the name of Mrs. Margaret L. Wor 
of the late General Worth, upon the pension ro}| 
of thirty dollars per month, to commence on the — day of 
——, and to continue for five years: Provided, That ipo. 
of the death or marriage of the said Mrs. Margaret 1, Woo, 
before the expiration of the said five years, the pension. ; 5 
the remainder of the time, shall be paid to the children of 
the said General Worth, if there be any under the aoe or 
sixteen years, and if there be no children under the ag, of 
sixteen years, said pension shall cease. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of New York, the 
bill, with the amendment thereto, was then referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, made t), 
order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered tp 
be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of New York, from the Commit. 
tee on Invalid Pensions, made adverse reports on 
the following cases; which were ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed, viz: 

The petition of Moses Cremer, for arrearages of 
invalid pension, on account of disability incurred 
in the military service of the United States: 

The petition of Samuel Smith, of Maine, for ar. 
rearages of pension; . 

The petition of John Pearl, of Maine, for arre 
ages of pension; 

The petition of Peter Frost, for arrearages of 
pension ; 

The petition of Abraham Pettingill, for an inya- 
lid pension; 

The petition of Joshua Lewis, a disabled me- 
chanic in the armory at Harper’s Ferry; 

The petition of John Harrington, for a back 
pension; 

The petition of Shebal Adams, for a pension on 
account of disability from exposure in the service 
of the United States; 

The petition of Cornelius Zielie, for a back pen- 


eference toa 
at it be Made 


lo 
Pr an amendment 
Committee Of the 


v 
» and in. 


hereby ai. 
th, w idow 
at the rate 


or 
are 


The petition of Lewis Robert, for a pension on 
account of disability incurred in the war of 1812; 
and 

The petition of John English, for a pension for 
a disability incurred in the service of the United 


|| States in the late war with Great Britain. 


his invalid pension for disability incurred in the | 


war of 1812; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio, 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petition of 


Sam Slick, of Bertord, Pennsylvania, askiag for a pension | 


for services rendered by his father inthe revolutionary war, 


tionary Pensions. 


Mr. PRICE, from the Committee on Invalid 


and that the same be referred to the Committee on Revolu- | 


Pensions, reported the following bills; which were | 
severally read a first and second time by their ti- | 


tles, referred toa Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and or- 
dered to be printed, together with the accompany- 
ing reports, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Jonas D. Platt, of New 
York; and 

A bill for an increase of pension to Henry Click, 
of Cocke county, Tennessee. 
| Mr. JONES, of New York, from the Commit- 


tee on Invalid Pensions, ee ee the following bills; | 


| which were severally read a first and second time 
by their titles, referred toa Committee of the Whole 
| House, and made the order of the day for to-mor- 


row, and, with the reports accompanying, ordered | 


to be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Charles Staple; and 
| A bill forthe ane Aaron Stafford, a soldier 
| of the late war with Great Britain. 


Mr. JONES, of New York, from the Commit- | 


| tee on Invalid Pensions, reported back Senate bill 


| late General Worth, of the United States Army, 


for the relief of Margaret L. Worth, widow of the | 





Mr. MOLONY, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read a fitfst and second time by their 
titles, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and ordered to be printed, together with the ac- 
companying reports, viz: 

A bill for the relief of B. B. Bennett; and 

A bill for the relief of Maurice Simons. 

Mr. MOLONY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given. 

Mr. SACKETT objected. 5 

Mr. MOLONY, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made adverse reports in the following 
cases; which were ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed, viz: 

The petition of Catharine Clark, the adminis- 
tratrix of Joseph Clark, for a pension; 

The petition of Robert Trevitt, for arrearages 
of pension; and 

The petition of Aaron Adams, of Grant county, 
Kentucky, asking for the increase of his invalid 
pension. 

Mr. MOLONY moved that the Committee on 


Invalid Pensions be discharged from the further 


| Phebe Thompson, the widow of John Thompson, 


consideration of the petition of Asa Leach, for * 
pension- on account of wounds received in the 
naval service, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CABELL moved that the petition be re- 
committed to the Committee on Invalid Pensions; 
which motion was agreed to. 


On motion by Mr. MOLONY, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 


discharged from the further consideration of the eens 


pension, and that it do lie on the table. 
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. eeeeeteaeent cenaediaasentanens - = = = a 
Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Roads || [Cries of ‘* Read the bill !’’} 
od Canals, reported a bill to set apart and sell to | The bill was then read through by the Clerk. 
aa Whitney, of New York, a portion of the Mr. THURSTON. That is an important in- 
: blic lands to enable him to construct a railroad | vention. — The patent expired in 1850, and is of 
Cy Lake Michigan or the Mississippi river to | no benefit to the inventor at all. He can only 
. "Pacific ocean; which was read a first and sec- | use it himself. He has expended about $30,000 
3 time by its title. in perfecting the machine. I hope it will be the 
"Mr. R. moved to refer it to the Committee of | pleasure of the House to pass the bill. 

‘ho Whole on the state of the Union, and that it Mr. SACKETT. If move to refer the bill to 
he printed. ' the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
"Mr. DUNHAM moved to refer it to the Com- | Union, and that it be printed. 

wittee on Public Lands. Mr. CARTTER. Dol understand the gentle- 
Mr. HALL. I hope that this bill will not be || man from Rhode Island, [Mr. THURSTON,} to 
yeferred to the Committee on Public Lands. It | move to put that bill on its passage? 

ig heen considered thoroughly by one of the Mr. THURSTON. Yes, sir. 4 

Mr. CARTTER. I desire to make a few re- 


committees of this House, which is certainly as e 1 
competent to consider it as is the Committee on | marks with reference to the propriety of passing 
this bill now, if the committee will listen to me. 


Public Lands, and the result of their labors is be- ) 
fore the House. I can see no reason why it I wish to say to the House, in the first place, that 
this bill—— 


should be referred to the Committee on Public . : ; \ 
Lands. That committee has already as much | Mr. DUNHAM. I rise toa question of order. 
I ask whether the vote has not been taken on re- 


puysiness as itcan attend to. } ther , i 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia.. Did not the | ferring this bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 


pill come from the Committee on Roads and Ca- : 
; The SPEAKER. It has not been taken. 


Mr. CARTTER. I do not wish to detain the 
House five minutes. The bill proposes to renew 
the patent rights of Hascall & Moore, in their 
harvesting machine—not a common thrasher, or 
separator, or a reaper, but a combination of the 
whole, and in conflict with none of them—a ma- 
chine that has just been perfected under fourteen 
years of labor, and from which the inventors have 
never drawn a farthing. It is a machine that can- 
not come in conflict with any existing machine. 
It is one that augments the agricultural facilities, 
for reaping, cleaning, and gathering grain. The 
inventors have been made poor in the process of 
perfecting their invention, which process has cov- 
ered the entire period for which the patent was 
granted; and if it is to be of any service to them, 
the patent ought to be granted to them now, for 
and ordered to be printed, viz: they have not the ability to wait upon the legisla- 

A bill for the construction of military roads in tion of this House, and resort to the ordinary ap- 
the Territory of Oregon; ergy made use of for that purpose. This isa 

A bill for the improvement of the navigation of || brief history of that matter. It is a machine that 
the Arkansas river; can only be perfected upon the prairies of the 

A bill for the improvement of the navigation of United States — It is not adapted to the smaller 
the Ohio river, between Pittsburg and the falls at | farming operations of the East, or to the woody 
Louisville; portions of the United States. I regard it as an 

A bill for the improvement of the navigation of 


act of naked — to the genius, labor, and per- 
the Ohio river below the falls at Louisville, and of || severance of those gentlemen, that the grant should 
the Mississippi river; and 


be made, for they have never yet derived a dollar 
A bill for the improvement of the navigation of | from it. There are but two perfect machines that 
the Missouri river. 


| have ever been built, and those machines have cost 
Mr. JOHN W. HOWE, from the Committee || them fourteen years of trial and labor, and all the 
on Roads and Canals, reported back, without 


money they and their friends could procure, to the 
amendment, House bill No. 68, being a bill to | amount of $20,000 or $30,000. I hope the House 
provide for the survey of sites for certain artificial 


will pass it as an act of justice. , 
reservoirs to be constructed at the main affluence Mr. SACKETT. I am entirely unacquainted 
of the Ohio river, in accordance with the plans 


with the character of this case. I only know it is 
heretofore submitted by Charles Ellet, jr., and | an application for a renewal of a patent. But I 
for other purposes; which was referred to the 


suppose there has been no renewal under the gen- 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the eral law, authorizing renewals by the Commis- 
Union. 


sioner of Patents; but 1 know such a case is one, 
Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, from the Committee 


in my judgment, which should not be passed 
on Roads and Canals, reported back, with an without the deliberation of this House. It 1s ask- 
amendment, House bill to provide for the con- 


ing quite too much, for the Committee on Patents 
siruction of a ship canal around the falls of the 


to come into this House and say that it is a case 
Ste. Marie river, at the mouth of Lake Superior; 


which comes in conflict with no other patent that 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole | is now in existence. Sir, that is covering quite 
on the state of the Union. 


too much ground. That is a question which may 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 


belong to a court, which may belong to the con- 
mittee on Public Buildings, made an adverse re- sideration of many other patentees, interested in 
port on the memorial of certain laborers on the 


this question. 
public buildings, asking for an increase of wages; 


Whether the case is one that ought to pass at 
hi i. is bject of consid- 
twa ordered to lie on the table and be | 2! oF not, 1s not now a proper subje € consid 
printed, 


eration. It is, to say the least, one of a class of 
Mr. S.. fj h ; cases which demand the attention of this House, 
bilan eet ee nme Committee, reported a and should not be acted upon preeipitately. I 
mo authorize the Secretary of War to purchase | therefore renew the motion to refer it to the Com- 
of Mr. William H. Winder, the building now in 
the occupancy of the Government, situated dn the 


mittee of the Whole House. 
Mr. STUART. I feel confident, sir, that 
eres of Seventeenth and F streets, in the city of c 


hi S if the gentleman from New York [Mr. Sackert] 
ti ashington; which was read a first and second was aware of all the facts in regard to this bill, 
ime by its title, and referred to the Committee of 


: he would not press his motion to refer it to the 
af Whole oe the state of the Union, and ordered aeatenen of a Whole House. 
printed. 


In addition to what has been said by the hon- 
Mr. THURSTON, from the Committee on | orable chairman of the Committee on Patents, 
Patents, reported a bill for the relief of Hiram 


(Mr. Cartrter,] I will state, that asimilar bill for 
Moore and John Hascal, for the renewal of a |} 


|, the relief of these inventors passed this House at 
patent on a reaping and thrashing machine; which || the last Congress, was referred to the Committee 
was read a first and second time by its title. 


| on Patents of the Senate, and by it reported back 
Mr. T. moved to put the bill on its passage. | favorably, but was lost in the Senate for want of 


yas f 

Mr. ROBINSON. It did; and that committee 
have had it before them ever since it has been in 
Congress. 

The question was first taken upon Mr. Rosin- 
sow’s motion, and the bill was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported back a bill for the improvement of Rock 
Jsland and De Moines Rapids in the Mississippi 
river, With an amendment; which was referred to 
theCommittee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. R. also, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills; which were read severally a 
first and second time by their titles, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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time to reach it. This bill has now been unani- 
mously reported to this House by the present 
committee, and they unanimously ask that it shal! 
be put upon its passage, that it may not be again 
lost for want of time. As the honorable member 
who reported this bill {[Mr. Tuvasron) hus said, 
this machine can be used only during the harvest- 
ing season, about one month in each year. So 
that the whole use of it under the original patent 
has been only fourteen months. 

Most inventions can be used every day and can 
be tried and tested in secret, while every experi- 
ment with this one must be made openly and be- 
fore the whole community. , ’ 

I reside, Mr. Speaker, in the same county with 
these inventors, and their invention has been per- 
fected under my own eye. They have expended 
the whole lifetime of the former patent and more 
than thirty thousand dollars in perfecting their 
machine, and have not derived one dollar of profit 
from their invention. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE, I desire to ask if 
the patent has ever been renewed under the exist- 
ing patent laws? 

Mr. STUART. No, sir. 

Mr. SACKETT. The gentleman does not un- 
derstand the question. They have had a renewal 
by the Commissioner for seven years. 

Mr. STUART. No, sir. The gentleman 
from New York is entirely mistaken. It has not 
been renewed at all. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then I have only to say, 
they have no business here. They must go to 
the Patent Office. s : 

Mr. STUART. The gentleman from Indiana 
is equally mistaken. ‘Their former patent has ex- 
pired, and Congress alone possesses the power to 
extend it. They applied here in time, but their bill 
of the last session was lost, as | have stated. 

Mr. Speaker, I know all about this question; 
and I do not hesitate to say, unqualifiedly, that a 
more meritorious application cannot be presented 
to the consideration of Congress, nor one, the 
granting of which, would be more beneficial to 
the agricultural community. ‘The passage of this 
bill cannot interfere with the rights of any other 
persons. The bill simply proposes to give to 
these inventors what they have invented, and 
they are required by it to establish their inven- 
tions by proof before the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents, who will embrace in their specifications such 
inventions only as they can so establish. And cer- 
tainly all that they have invented, they are enti- 
tled to, upon every principle of justice. All that 
this bill proposes, is to do them justice; and | am 
not willing further to detain the House, or hazard 
the success of the bill by talking about it. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. As I am not 
opposed to the renewal of the patent, if it is 
proper to do so, and wishing some time to look 
into and consider it, [ would move that the House 
do now adjourn, and then this question will come 
up when we next call for reports of committees. 
I-only suggest such a motion 

Mr. STUART. I am so satisfied that this 
thing is right, and it having received the indorse- 
ment of the Committees of both Houses, | move 
the previous question. 

My. DUNHAM. I ask for the reading of the 
bill. It gives fourteen years’ extension 

Mr. ORR. I rise to a privileged motion. I 
move the House adjourn. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I hope not; thére is so much 
business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. ORR. I demand tellers. 

Mr. POLK demanded the yeas and nays; but 
they were not ordered. 

Tellers were then ordered, and Messrs. Orr 
and Meacuam appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 54, nays 73. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HAVEN. Before the vote is taken, I desire 
to learn from the chairman of the Committee on 
Patents, {Mr. Carrrer,] whether there was any 
evidence before that committee in réference to the 
assignment by these patentees of their right? 

Mr. CARTTER. I recollect of none. I will 
state to the gentleman from New York 

-The SPEAKER. This conversation is not if 
order, and can only be allowed by unanimous 








! consent. 


There was no objection. 


Mr.CARTTER. The machine has never been 
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perfected-so as to make it the subject of merchan- 
dise during the whole life of the patent. 

Mr. HAVEN. -If there be such assignments, 
cautious fevislation is demanded at our hands. 

Vr. JONES, of Teunessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays: which were ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
the House adjourn. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest the pro- 
priety of clearing the Speaker’s table. 

A Voice. It will take a whole day. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If the Speaker 
asks for the unanimous consent for that purpose 
before my motion is put, I will readily agree to it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

The question was then taken upon the adjourn- 
ment, and it was decided in the affirmative—ayes 
72, noes 58. 

So the House adjourned. 


I move that 





PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. BUELL: The petition of John Mann, for a pen- 
sion. 

Mr. SWEETSER gave notice of his desire to withdraw 
from the files of the House, in order to refer to the Commit 
tee of Claims, the papers of C. Nisewarger and William 
S. Sullivant. 

ty Mr. EDGERTON: Petitions of citizens of Defiance 
county, Ohio, tor a mail route from Toledo, via Bryan and 
Hicksville, Ohio, to Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

By Mr. HENN: The petition of citizens of Kanesville, 
Jowa, asking that they be allowed to purchase the land on 
which said town is situated, and for the appointment of a 
Board of Commissioners to superintend the survey of said 
town, and to adjust the titles to lots therein. 

By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of Ezra Taylor, and 
130 others, citizens of Dennis and Harwich, Massachusetts, 
asking an appropriation for a light-vessel on Succonggsset 
shoals, in the Vineyard sound. 
the Berks county tariff meeting. 
Mr. ALLEN, of Hilinois: 
Iiamilton, Saline, and Gallatin counties, in the State of [- 
linois, praying that a mail route may be established from the 
town of McLanesboro’, in Hamilton county, to the town of 
Equality, in Gallatin county, in the State of Illinois. 

By Mr. JOHN W. HOWE: The petition of Joseph 8. 
White and 354 other citizens of Lawrence county, Penn- 
sylvania, praying Congress to edopt some mode for the ami- 


By 


cable adjustment of national difficulties without resort to | 


war. 


By Mr. FULLER, of Maine: The petition of Charles T. 


Emerson and 85 others, citizens of Washington county, | 


Maine, being ship-owners, ship-masters, pilots, and others 
interested in navigation, praying Congress to make an ap- 
propriation for building a light house on Round Island, in 
the entrance of Machias river, in said State. 

By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of Charles Bingham, mar- 
shal of the southern district of Alabama, praying for addi- 
tional compensation for taking the census. 

By Mr. AIKEN: The resolutions of the General Assem- 
bly of South Carolina relative to the establishment of a 
branch Mint at Charleston, South Carolina. 

Aliso, the memorial of the 
Charleston, South Carolina, praying the establishment of a 
branch Mint in that city. 

Also, the memorial of Hugh Craig and other citizens of 
the Chesterfield district, South Carolina, praying for the 
establishment of a branch Mint at Charleston, South Car- 
olina. 

By Mr. PARKER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of the 
heirs of Robt. Laughiin, late of Westinoreland county, Penn 
syivania, deceased, praying compensation for property de- 
stroved during the revolutionary war, and accompanying 
papers withdrawn from the files of the House. 

Also, the petition of John De Arnut, praying for the pag- 
sage of a law authorizing the Postinaster General to pay 
him for the loss sustained in carrving the mail, with the 
accompanying papers withdrawn from the files of the 
House. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Law, late postmaster at 
Water Street, in Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass a 
law refunding to him $68 32, amount of Government funds 
in his hands as postmaster, and lost by reason of the freshet 
of July, 1851, on the Juniata river. 

By Mr. CHASTAIN: The petition of Hugh W. Proud- 
foot, one of the heirs and administrators of Captain John 
Morrison, who served in the Georgia Continental Line du- 
ring the war ofthe Revolution, praying commutation pay. 


iN SENATE. 
Mownpay, February 2, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the 
Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting a communication from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, accompanied 
by the annual reports of the Surveyors General 


of Illinois, Missouri, and Orezon Territory, which | 


were not received in time to accompany the last 
annual report; which was read and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 
PETITIONS. 
Mr. 


Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania: The proceedings of 


The petition of citizens of 


Chamber of Commerce of 


BERRIEN presented the memorial of | 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL 






















Catharine Proctor Hayden, daughter and heir to | 
Colonel John White, deceased, praying the reim- | 


bursement of advances made by her late father, 
and payment of the seven years half pay due for 
his military services in the revolutionary war; 
which was referfed to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. MILLER. I desire, Mr. President, to 
present the memorial of silk manufacturers, dyers, 
and other persons interested in the silk trade of 
the United States, praying that Congress may re- 
peal that part of the tariff law of 1846 which im- 
poses fifteen per cent. duty upon raw silk. As 
the facts and considerations stated in the petition 
are important with regard to the interests of the 
parties represented, and as it expresses so clearly 


| the distinctions and unjust operation of the tarif 


of 1846 in reference to its not making a proper 
discrimination between the raw material and the 
manufactured article, | hope the memorial will be 
read, 


LOBE. 


The memorial was accordingly read, and. re- | 


‘ 


ferred to the Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Mar- 
tha L. Downs, widow of Lieutenant Downs, 
commander of the United States schooner Gram- 


pus at the time she was lost, praying that the same || 


allowance of pay may be made to the widows and 


| orphans of persons belonging to that vessel, as 


has been made in similar cases; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of J. 
H. Williams, the memorials of E. D. Austin, D. 
Hurdle, William H. Hood, Carlton Hall, James 
M. Waddill, N. McCrummer, W. H. Marshall, 


T. H. Tomlinson, John B. Goelet, Brian Hellen, | 


M. D. King, and John A. Selby, assistant mar- 
shals for taking the Seventh Census in North Car- 
olina, praying additional compensation; which 
were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of Lowa, presented the proceed- 
ings of a meeting of stockholders of the Dubuque 


| and Keokuck Railroad Company, held at Ana- 
| mosa, Iowa, in relation to the donation of land 


for that railroad; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 


Mr. HAMLIN presented a memorial of as- 


| sistant marshals for taking the Seventh Census 
in Oxford county, Maine, praying additional com- | 


pensation; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Also, resolutions passed by the Legislature of 
Maine, in relation to Louis Kossuth and the doc- 
trine of non-intervention; which were ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of the 


heirs of James Perrie and Lucy Perrie, praying | 


the confirmation of their title to certain lands held 
under a Spanish grant; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of Christo- 
pher Knowlton, praying a pension for services 


in the revolutionary war; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Pensions. 
Also, two petitions of citizens of Michigan, 


| praying a donation of land to that State for the 


construction of the Oakland and Ottawa railroad; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of citizens of Green Bay, Wisconsin, pray- 
ing the sale of so much of the military reservation 


| at Fort Howard as is not needed for that post; 


which was referred to the Committee on Public 


| Lands. 


Mr. PEARCE presented a memorial of mer- 
chants, ship-owners, underwriters, and others in- 
terested in the commerce of Baltimore, praying 


| that the act of March 3, 1847, for the reduction of 
| the expenses of proceedings in admiralty against 


ships and vessels, may not be repealed or altered; | 


which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


| élary. 


Mr. SOULE presented a memorial of officers, 
clerks, and others employed in the civil and mil- 
itary departments of the United States Govern- 


ment in Mexico, during the late war with that Re- | 
public, praying to be allowed three months’ extra | 


pay; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. FISH presented the memorial of Edward 
P. Torrey, lezal representative of Joseph Torrey, 
an officer in the revolutionary war, praying to be 
allowed interest on commutation pay; which was 








ee 


referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


NEW JERSEY ON NON-INTERVENTION 
Mr. STOCKTON, Mr. President, | hold 
my hands a series of resolutions passed by = 
Legislature of the State of New Jersey and ne 
their authority transmitted to me. I ask th " th 7 
may be read and printed. ey 
he Cierk read the resolutions, as foliows. 
Joint Resolutions in relation to Governor Kossury 

doctrine of national non-intervention, 

Whereas Louis Kossuth, Governor of Hungary, e 
from his country because be made a gallant but tnanecs’ 
ful struggle for his country’s rights, has eome to the U 
States, an invited guest of the nation— — 

1. Be it resolved by the Senate and General Assombh 
the State of New Jersey, That Louis Kossuth pe ian) of 
to visit this Legislature at its present session, that we ae 
extend to him the hospitality of the State and assure hie 
our sympathy. ~ Ailm of 

2. Be it resolved, That in Louis Kossuth we recogni 
true patriot, and the able and eloquent expounder of a 
| stitutional rights and liberties; that we Syinpathize wieh 

him and his countrymen in the calamities which have 
fallen their fatherland; that we deeply deplore that the 
recent glorious struggle for the freedom of Hungary y - 
rendered unsuccessful by the treason of their general me 
the armed intervention of Russia, contrary to the pane, 
ples of justice and international law ; and that we trust, by 
the blessing of Divine Providence, that all his future effors 
in the cause of his country may be crowned with success 
and that the people of Hungary, now dispersed or down, 
trodden, may be restored to freedom and happiness, yp, i 
the protecting care 0: a constitutional government ere ted 
by themselves. 

3. “ind be it resolved, That every nation has a right 
alter, modify, abolish, or adopt its own form of governnon: 
and regulate its own internal affairs, and that an armed jy, 
tervention of any other nation to contrel or destroy this 
right is an infraction of international law. 5 

4. And be it resolved, That the supremacy of the nop. 
intervention law, acknowledged by all nations, would tend 
to maintain national rights, prevent national wars, and give 
a lasting peace to the world. 

5. nd be it resolved, That our Senators and Representa. 
tives in Congress be requested to obtain the passage of q 
resolution by Congress, instructing the’ representatives of 
the United States to the Gevernments of Europe to urge 
upon those Governments a declaration that the forcible in- 
tervention of one nation to regulate the internal affairs, or 
to alter, modify, abolish, or prescribe the form of govern. 
ment of another nation, is an infraction of the law of na. 
tions. 

6. And be it resolved, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions to the President of the 
United States, to Louis Kossuth, and to each of our Sena- 
tors and Representatives in Congress. 

Mr. STOCKTON. Mr. President, no one 
need doubt my regard for the old Democratic prin- 
ciple, that the representative is bound by the 
| will of his constituents. No one need doubt the 

pare respect which any expression of opinion 

»y the Legislature of New Jersey will command 

from me. I knowno higher honor than faithfully 

| to represent my native State. I can enjoy no 

higher satisfaction than to feel that [ merit her 

approval. My ambition in the discharge of my 

duties here, is to promote her interests. In doing 
’ P 

that, | know that I shall promote the welfare of 
our whole country. 

Sir, I execrate the oppressors of poor Hunga- 
ry, and cordially sympathize with the Legislature 
and people of New Jersey in her sufferings. | 
am as desirous for her independence and the ex- 
tension of human ve as any of my fellow- 
citizens. Nevertheless, [am constrained to say, 
that while I agree to every sentiment of freedom 
and love of liberty contained in the resolutions 
which you have just heard read, I do not entirely 
concur in the principles of public law by whic 
the object they have in view is sought to be ob- 
tained. I will, therefore, with the Senate’s leave, 
proceed to state, in a few brief remarks, the 
grounds of my ee ae in my judgment, 
are the responsibilities of this Government, and 
the course we ought to take in regard to our lor 
eign relations. The course suggested by the res- 
olutions is not precisely the one preferred by me. 
They do not avow the principles which this Gov- 
ernment ought to assert and maintain—which the 
United States always has asserted, and which | 
hope she will continue to assert as long as there 
is a single despotic Government existing whos 
peaple rise to demand the blessings of liberty. 

Sir, when we cast oureyes over the world—every- 
where—with the exception of America—we *¢ 
the surface of the whole earth appropriated by 
|| absolute monarchs. The only country which o 
|| Joys republican Government, and whose peop’ 
|| adequately appreciate free institutions, |S the 
United States. Those free institutions compre 
hend all that survives of free principles and politt- 
cal liberty. In them is concentrated all that 's 
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eal self for self-government. 
The Mosaic Republic—Rome and her Em- 
the transitory Commonwealths of Italy and 
many, Which heralded the revival of learning— 
oe as beacon-lights to warn and instruct us. 
‘that is of value iv the institutions of the Great 
‘ed or modern Britain 1s ours—improved, per- 
seted, and divested of every element which can 
vorfere With, or enfeeble the sovereignty of the 
unie. Weare, in truth, the residuary legatees 
al that the blood and treasure of mankind ex- 
_ooded for four thousand years have accomplished 
rhe cause Of human freedom. In our hands 
Jone is the precious deposit. Before God and the 
world, we are responsible for this legacy. Not for 
our own benefit only, but for the benefit and hap- 
iness of the whole family of man. Whatcourse, 


4 
A 
‘ 

4 


tel > ° : ‘ 
berties and to diffuse our free institutions over 
the world ? le aale 

jst. We must guard our constitutional grant of 
delegated power from infraction. We must abide 
within the limits prescribed by the States to the 
General Government. We must discreetly exer- 
jse the powers actually granted, and abstain 
from the exercise of all powers not granted. 

ad, We mustwo direct the foreign affairs of this 
Government, that the progress of liberty shall be 
sromoted and not retarded. 
not be promoted by war except under peculiar 
circumstances. Peace, as I said upon a former 
occasion, is the true policy of x 
«Peace is the animating genius of our institu- 
ions; and, indeed, ought to be of those of all 
nations. 

But the whole world, wherever you look, with 
the exception of a portion of this continént, being 
under monarchial governments, | desire to know 
how the oppressed and fettered nations of the 
earth are to break their chains, and maintain 
themselves against the armies of despotism, if the 
law of nations reads that there shall be no inter- 
vention in their behalf? 

[cannot give my consent to any proclamation 


is not only in 


conformity with the universal practice of nations, 
but it is sustained and inculeated by the best 
authorities on public law. 


Vattel says: 


** But if the prince attacking the fundamental laws, gives 
his subjects a legal right to resist him—it tyranny becoming 
insupportable, obliges the nation to rise in their defence, 
every toreign power has a right to succor an oppressed peo- 
ple who implore their assistauce. 


Again, the same author says: 
* For when a pedple from good reasons take up arms 


against an oppressor, justice and generosity require that 
brave men should be assisted in defence of their liberties. 
Whenever, therefore, a civil war is kindled ina State, tor 

eign powers may assist that party which appears to them to 
have justice on its side. 


He who assists an odious tyrant— 


| he who declares for an unjust and rebellious people, offends 


1, shall this Government take to perpetuate our | 


This progress may | 


is Republic. | 


of principles, which may be construed to abridge || 


the right and sacred duty which belongs to this 
Government, to do whatever it may choose to do 
in aid of any people who are striving to throw off 
the yoke of despotism. 

Bur, Mr. President, there are, in my judgment, 
twoertremes, which should be avoided in the con- 
duct of our foreign relations. Ist. We should 
not recklessly interfere with the affairs of foreign 
nations. We should count the cost, weigh well 
the duty and necessity, and be sure that our ob- 
jects are practicable and attainable, consistent with 
the principles of our Government and promotive 
of human liberty and happiness. Washington, 


and the master spirits of that age of great men, | 


knew well, that in the infancy of this Government, 
we were not able to cope with the European bel- 


ligerents who had given us such just cause of | 


offence. But he foresaw the period when this Re- || 


public would be able, not only to protect itself, but | 
to stand forth as one of the greatest Powers of the | 


earth. He foresaw, likewise, that our mission 
was not compatible with “ entangling alliances 
with other nations. He therefore admonished 
us to avoid all such connection. Notwithstand- 
ing, sir, the able and ingenious manner in which 
the invitation has been given, that we should en- 
tangle ourselves in a coalition with Great Britain 
to dictate this new law of non-intervention to all 
nations, Lam, so far as it respects this overture, 
for abiding by the advice of Washington—I want 
no entangling alliances. 
2d. The other extreme which we should avoid; 
and into which so many are desious that we should 
rush headlong, without a glance to the future, is, 
that forgetting all our obligations and duties to the 
cause of humanity, and to the principles of uni- 
versal freedom, we should, from unworthy fears 
or false conservatism, hastily decide that we have 
no concern in the condition of the world beyond 
cur own boundaries ; and precipitately resolve, 
that in no event and under no circumstances shall 
We interfere in behalf of oppressed nations. 
Icannot consent to yield and abandon this natu- 
ral right, which all nations from time immemorial 
ave exercised. Sir, I say that intervention, not 
for the purpose of helping an odious tyrant to put 
down liberty—because that is against the laws of 
od and man—but in behalf of ‘an oppressed 





| long had sway, and lorded it over t 
mankind, now to avow a principle which leaves to 
its tender mercies the happiness of the whole hu- 
man race. 


| intervention would raise a wal 
| Republic, as high as heaven, and would shut in | 
the iight of liberty from surroundingnations. The 


against his duty.” 


So much for the law; now as to the practice. 
Mr. Wheaton says, in his history of the ‘*Mod- 


ern Law of Nations:”’ 


“The first war of the French Revolution originated in 


the application, by the allied Powers, of the principle of 
armed intervention to the internal affairs of France, tor the 
purpose of checking the progress of her revolutionary prin 
ciples and the extension of her military power. 
Was the avowed motive of the Powers allied in the Conti- 
nental war of 1792 will be apparent from the examination 
ot historical documents.”’ 


That this 


He says again: 
‘That the measures adopted by Austria, Russia, and 


Prussia, at the Congress of Troppau and of Laybach, in 
respect to the Neapolitan revolution of 1220, were founded 
on principles adapted to give the great Powers of the Euro 
pean continent a perpetual pretext for interfering in the 
internal concerns of its different States.”’ 


Mr. Wheaton, speaking of that period of time 


between the peace of Westphalia (1648) and that 
of Utrecht, of 1713, says: 


*“< Whatever disputes might arise as to its [intervention] 


application, the principle uself was acknowledged on all 
hands.”? 


Sir, I well know that the opponents of interven- 


tion are in the habit of relying on isolated pas- 
sages from writers on the law of nations in sup- 
port of this doctrine. 
thorough examination of those writers, that all 
they mean to say is, that no nation has a right 
to interfere with the domestic concerns or the mu- 
nicipal institutions of foreign countries, or to stir 
up to rebellion their citizens or subjects. 
| all agree to the right to intervene when a people | 
have actually risen and are striving to throw off 
intolerable oppression. 


But it will be found, ona 


But they 


It is my deliberate opinion, sir, that we not only 


| have the right, but that it would be our duty, un- 
der some circumstances, in our own good time, 
when the occasion is roper, and it may be prac- 
ticable, to assist -any people who rise to achieve 
their liberties and to establish a republican govern- 
ment. 
from time immemorial; and all the paper promul- 
gations which will ever be made will never stop 
this 
which it can be arrested, is by appealing to their 
interest and safety—by boldly declaring that we 
will interfere whenever it suits us. 
will they or do they consult except the law of | 
their own will? You cannot chain up the great 
Powers of the earth by paper declarations of the 
law of nations. The law of nations in modern 
times, as well as of old, is the law of the strongest, 
This we experienced to our loss and sorrow for 
many years, during which our commerce was 
plundered by Great Britain and France, and for 
which redress has been vainly sought up to this 
time by our suffering fellow-citizens. 


Sir, it has been practiced by all nations 
ractice among nations. 


The only way in 


Sir, what law 


It is true, indeed, that nations have generally 


exercised this right for the purposes of oppression 
| and injustice, and in hostility to the rights of man- 
kind. Buta better time is coming, the time when 
the United States may interpose against the op- 
pressor and in favor of the oppressed. 


Therefore, I am unwilling, after ey has so 


Sir, an avowal by us of the 
up, around this 


_avowal of such a principle at this time would be 
| received with one universal shout of joy by all 
| the potentates of Europe, and with one universal 
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despots of the world by any such proclamation. 
What hope would remain to the oppressed after 
such a declaration? The radiant light which, ema- 
naung from this Republic, has so long cheered 
and animated their hearts would shine no longer 
—all would look black and cheerless, and despair 


would settle darkly on their prospects. 


Besides, would not the establishment of the 
principle of non-intervention as the law of nations, 
be in direct opposition to the principles declared 
by Mr. Monroe in relation to this continent ? 
Does any one doubt, that if this country felt itself 
bound, under no circumstances and at no time, to 
interfere with the affairs of Europe, that before 
many years monarchical governments would be 
established in the whole Southern portion of this 


continent ? 


Does any one doubt that, before many 


years, the Island of Cuba would be a dependency 


of Great Britain ? 


It does, then, seem to me pal- 


pable that while peace is the policy of this coun- 


try, and while we should always bear 


in mind 


the admonition of Washington against entangling 
alliances, that it would be suicidal to the honor, to 
the interests and prospective power of this Go- 
vernment, if the United Siates should incur any 
obligation by which they would forever be forbid- 
den from interfering in the affairs of other nations 
whenever circumstances in any case might render 
it necessary, just, and expedient. Therefore it 
seems to me that this principle of non-intervention 
would be in direct violation of all the rights and 


duties of a free and independent republic 
Now, sir, in the practical application 


of these 


principles to the important topic of the day, IT will 
take hold of that idea which others seem to have 


handled with such significant delicacy. 


I am not 


afraid to express my opinions on this subject, or, 
indeed, on any other, although the press (which, 
God knows, is brave enough) seems to shrink from 
touching it; and I say, for one, that I am not pre- 
pared to go to war with Russia on account of 
Hungary, partly because Russia is our old, and 
true, and faithful friend, and partly because Hun- 
garian liberty, through the instrumentality of the 
Jnited States, is at present an idea Utopean and 


This proposition is self-evident, 


and requires no demonstration; it is an impossible 
thing, and what is impossible can’t happen, 


never come to pass. 


But, Mr. President, though 


I am not prepared, nor willing to go to war with 
Russia, or to disturb the present state of things in 
Hungary, about which we have so little satisfac- 
tory information, I will once more repeat, and de- 
clare it in the face of the world, as my opinion, 
that this Government has an indisputable and per- 
fect right to interfere whenever, by such interfer- 
ence, she can promote her own interests and 


advance the cause of liberty—whenever 


, by such 


interference, she may successfully rescue from the 
grasp of tyranny an oppressed nation, whom she 
may see fit to assist and to oe among the inde- 


pendent nations of the worlc 


. This is a principle 


which we cannot, we dare not, we never will re- 


linquish. 


unc 





Itis an inherent principle of nationality, 
er no pretence whatever to be surrendered. 


Sir, if tyrants have used it heretofore to en- 
thrall mankind, this growing Republic will some 


of these days use it for their freedom. 


ln peace 


let it be maintained with unfaltering tenacity; in 
war let it be asserted by all the power of arms; 
and when the great contest begins, as before 1900 
it must, between free principles and the right of 
| self government and despotic power, then let it be 
| inscribed upon all our banners—everywhere— 
| wherever they float, on every sea, and land, and 
ocean and continent, where the warfare rages, 
| let it herald the advent of freedom and national in- 
dependence, and the discomfiture of tyranny and 


SS ‘ 


move that the resolution be laid upon the table 


printed for the use of the Senate. 


Mr. MILLER. 


I have also received a copy of 


| the resolutions just presented by my colleague; but 
as the subject-matter to which they relate is now 


a of non- 


wail of lamentation and woe by all true lovers of | 


before the Senate, in the resolutions presented by 
the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. Crarxr,} I 


will not, at this time, during the morning hour tres- 
»ass upon the Senate with any remarks of mine, 
Pat will at an early day take occasion to respond 
to these resolutions, and express my views fully 
upon the important matter there embraced. 

And although I do not acknowledge the doc- 


trine of instruction in any of its forms, 


et the ex- 


| freedom on earth. I am unwilling to gratify the || pressed opinion of the Legislature of New Jersey 
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will always*eceive from me the most profound 
consideration and the highest respect, 
The motion was then agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of the assistant marshals for 


taking the census in Piscataquis county, Maine, on the files 
ot the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, it was 


Ordered, That the documents on the files of the Senate 
relating to the claim of the State of Alabama for interest 
on deferred payments on the five per cent. fund, under the 
compuct for her admission into the Union, be referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of Hascal Deteh- 
mendy, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. ATCHISON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of J, Epes Cowan, on the files 
of the Senate , be referred to the Comunittee on Private Land 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Charles H. Buxenstein, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 

Ordered, That the heirs of David Noble have leave to 
withdraw their petition and papers. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the petition of 
Adam Hays, submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill for the relief of Philip Miller, 
reported it without amendment. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the 
bill to amend an act entitled ** An act ‘to incor- 
porate the Washington Gas Light Company,”’ 
approved July 8, 1848, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of the Rector of St. 
John’s Church, Washington, reported a bill for the 
relief of St. John’s Church, in the city of Wash- 
ington; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill to provide 
for thetremoval of obstructions in the river Savan- 
nah, in the State of Georgia, and for the improve- 
ment of the same, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims,to which was referred the petition 
of Joseph H. D. Bowmar, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. 


CUBAN PRISONERS IN SPAIN. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to which was referred the bill for 
the relief of American citizens lately imprisoned 
and pardoned by the Queen of Spain, reported it 
without amendment. He also asked the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to have the bill taken 
up and disposed of, as it was of urgent necessity. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to consider 
the bill as in Committee of the Whole; and no 
amendment being made, it was reported to the 
Senate, was ordered to a third reading, and was 
read a third time and passed. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. MALLORY gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to be entitled ** A bill 
relating to the sale of public lands in certain cases. ”’ 

Mr. WALKER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the 
heirs and representatives of Captain ‘ 

MEXICAN INDEMNITY. 

On the motion of Mr, HUNTER, the Senate 
proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
Vhole, the bill to provide for carrying into execu- 
tion, in further part, the twelfth article of the treaty 
with Mexico, concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo; 
and no amendment being made, it was reported 
to the Senate, was ordered to a third reading, and 
was read « third time and passed. 


FLORIDA SENATORIAL ELECTION. 


_Mr. BERRIEN. Being compelled to leave the 
city to-morrow, and being uncertain as to the 








time when I may be enabled to return, I feel it to 
be my duty to ask to be relieved from serving on 
the select committee raised on the memorial of 
honorable D. L. Yulee, and that some other Sen- 
ator may be appointed in my place. 

The honorable Senator was excused from fur- 
ther service on the committee. 

The PRESIDENT. It will be necessary for 
the Senate to select a member of the select com- 
mittee, in the place of the honorable Senator from 
Georgia, who has been excused. 

»Mr. PEARCE. I hepe that by unanimous 
consent the Chair will bé allowed to appoint. 

The PRESIDENT. The committee was se- 
lected in the first place by the Senate. The Chair, 
therefore, prefers that the Senate itself shall fill the 
vacancy. It isan important committee, raised to 
determine the rights of persons claiming seats in 
the Senate. The Chair does not, therefore, wish 
to take the responsibility of filling the vacancy. 
He trusts, then, if such is the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate, that Senators will now prepare their ballots 
for another member of the committee. Or the bal- 
loting can be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to postpone it until 
to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT. It will lie over until to- 
morrow, and the Chair will then request Senators 
to prepare their ballots for a member of the select 
committee. 

DISCIPLINE IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. BADGER. ‘The Senate will recollect that 

I reported some time ago, from the Naval Com- 


mittee, a bill to enforce discipline and promote | 


good conduct in the naval service, by which it was 
intended to provide a substitute for corporal punish- 
ment. That bill was reported by the Committee, 
in the same form in which it passed the Senate, 


with great unanimity, at the last session of Con- | 


gress, It is very desirable that that bill should be 
acted on speedily. We have squadrons now about 
going to sea, in distant ports of the United States, 
and it is important that the officers of the Navy 
should have some system to enforce discipline. I 
should ask the Senate to take up the bill to which 


| have referred this morning, but for the fear that | 


it might interfere with the honorable Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. McRag,] who is entitled to the 
floor on another subject. 
this time, that I believe the bill will not oceupy 
much time. It is a case of emergency that it 
should be passed at once, and I give notice that I 
will ask the Senate to-morrow morning to take up 
the bill and dispose of it. 


THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 


The Senate resumed the corisideration of the 
resolution declaring the compromise measures a 


| wish merely to say at | 


definite settlement of all questions growing out of 


the institution of slavery. 

Mr. McRAE resumed and finished the speech 
which he commenced on Thursday last against 
the resolution. At his request its publication is 
deferred. It will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I think the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Mc- 
Rar,] who has delivered a speech, which will 
certainly not soon be forgotten in this body, as 
well for its substance as for his admirable manner, 


has, nevertheless, fallen into an error as to the | 


character and purpose of the resolution now under 
the consideration of the Senate, submitted by his 
late colleague in this body; and I wish, for a few 
moments, to call the attentionof the Senate to 
what is the true character of that resolution. 

The honorable Senator set out with the declara- 
tion, that it involved the merits of the several acts 


| of Congress referred to in it, and which form the 


- 


adjustment or con-promise which was adopted at 


the first session of the last Congress; that this res- | 


olution requires in every one who votes in its fa- 
vor, an approval of each and every one of those 
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Part of this 
any one of 


cting them 


acts. It proposes no approval, on the 
body, of the provisions contained in 
those acts. It declares nothing respe 
except asa whole. It declares nothing reane., 

them, except that those acts do, as a whol eo 
their mutual conection and dependence upon ee 1 
other, constitute an adjustment—constitute oe 
tlement—and constituting a settlement, tha »... 
ought not to be touched by the legislation of Con. 


gress until experience shall demonstrate that fo, 
é . : : NAt fur. 

ther legislation is necessary. That is what + 
; at the 


resolution declares, and that is all that the re. 
tion declares. As it is very brief. 
it to the Senate: 


Be it resolved, That the series of measures embrace. 
the acts entitied “ An act proposing to the State of T 
the establishment of her northern and western boundari 
the relinquishment, by the said State, of all territory lai 
by her exterior to said boundaries, and of all he — 
upon the United States, and to establish a territoria} soy, 
ment for New Mexico,” approved September 9, 1259. « “ 
act for the admission of the State of California into the 
Union,” approved September 9, 1850; * An act to estabi; b 
a territorial governinent for Utah,’ approved September 9 
1850; ‘* An act to amend and supplementary to an act nity 
titled ‘An act respecting fugitives from justice, and persons 
escaping from the service of their masters,’ approved F; b 
ruary 32, 1793,” approved September 18, 1850; and « Ay ate 
to suppress the slave trade in the District of Columbia ” 
approved September 20, 1850. commonly known as the 
“Compromise Acts,” are, in the judgment of this body. q 
settlement in principle and substance-@a final settleneys of 
the dangerous and exciting subjects which they embrace 
and ought to be adhered to by Congress until time and ¢,. 
perience shall demonstrate the necessity of further legisia. 
tion to guard against evasion or abuse. 7 


in 


Soly- 


» allow me to read 


lin 
Yay 


T claims 


Now, I appeal to every gentleman who is q 
member of this body, if anything can be clearer 
than that the resolution affirms nothing but this: 
that these measures constitute a settlement of the 
questions to which they referred and which they 
embraced. Why, it is there in plain and unmis- 
takable language. There is not one word, letter, 
or syllable in the resolution that says any one of 
those measures was in in itself the wisest or the 
best; or that it was even wise or good, considered 
by itself. The affirmation is, that these measures 
constitute a settlement; and from that is deduced g 
further assertion, that, constituting a setilenient, 
they ought to be tried, they ought to be allowed 
to rest, they should not be interfered with until by 
time and experience the necessity of change shall 
be demonstrated. Is not that clear? Why, in 
the very ordinary transactions of life, if half a 


dozen individuals who had been engaged ina part- 


nership transaction, or amy other mutual business, 


come to a settlement of pending difficulties between 
them, and that settlement should be made by mu- 


| tual grants and releases among them, might it not 
| be—would it not be affirmed, that those mutual 


acts of grant and release constituted a settlement, 
and ought to be adhered to? But surely it never 
would be, it never could be understood, that each 
and every one of the parties entering into this mu- 
tual arrangement with regard to their difficulues, 
approved of each and everything that was done in 
the whole series of measures that constituted the 
adjustment, Certainly not. Therefore, as far as 


| 1 am able to understand the meaning of the lan- 


| and substance. 


guage in which this resolution is couched, there is 
not in ita single word, letter, or syllable which af- 
firms anything about any one of these measures, or 
does anything but declare that, together, they con- 
stituteasettlement. A settlementhow? In principle 
It does not declare that the prinei- 
ples of each and every separate measure were right 


| principles; but that the whole together consti- 


| tuted, in principle and substance, a settleme! 


it. 


|| Why in principle and substance? Because these 
| measures were separate and distinct acts of legis- 


measures; and, therefore, cannot properly receive * 


the support of any member of this body who 
denies or doubts the propriety of any one of those 
measures. 
Now this to me is totally and absolutely a mis- 
ein of what the resolution contains. 
he resolution, if Lam able to understand the 


meaning of the plain English words in which it is | 
drawn up, says nothing about the merits of any || 


one of the particular acts referred to. 
nothing 


It affirms 


as to the excellence or propriety of the | 
i} particular provisions contained in any one of those | 


lation, and do not, in form, appear to be a set- 
tlement. Each one, on its face, stands as an 
independent exercise of the legislative power. 
Therefore, they do not constitute, in form, a set- 
tlement. But the language of the resolution !s, 
that they constitute a settlement in principle and 
substance. This means, that although they were 
all separately passed, they were all designed—they 
were all understood—they were all voted upon by 
those who passed them, with the understanding 
that there was a mutual connection and depend- 


/ance between them; and that after they were all 
passed, they were, and were entitled to be, con- 
_ sidered a settlement of the questions embraced in 


them. I shall vote very cheerfully for this reso- 
lution; but I shall not consider myself, in so votng, 
as expressing, in the remotest degree, the opinion 
that I approve of all, or any one of these separate 
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res by itself considered. It is true I do ap- 
vp of most of these measures. I approved of 
om at the tune. But in voting for this resolu- 
“| shall express no such sentiment; | shall 
* oeely eXpress this: that these measures consti- 
ved a settiement; and that, irrespective of my 
inion with regard to the merits of the particu- 
Measure Which entered into and formed that 
itlement, the settlement ought to. be adhered to; 
; ought to be tried until it shall be ascertained by 
vrience, that it is necessary that Congress 
id enter into further acts of legislation upon 
ye gubiect. ‘That is what I understand by it. 
“4 word now in regard to the form which the 
_-olution has assumed in consequence of the 
a epdment which | had the honor to submit to 
r » Senate. If | understood the honorable Sena- 
from Mississippi, he said he considered the 
vepltion better in its original shape—liable to less 
shiection—one for which he could vote—while he 
would not feel himself at liberty to vote for the 
colution in its present form. Let us see what 
ip original resolution in this respect declares; and 
how it stands in its amended form; and let us see if 
there isanything in it, in its present form, that can 
considered objectionable, which did notexistina 
hieher degree in the form in which it was originally | 
»eaposed. ‘The original resolution says that these 
yeasures are, in the judgment of this body, en- | 
«titled to-be A as a definitive adjustment 
‘and settlement of the distracting questions grow- 
‘ine out of the system of domestic slavery—and 
‘qs such said measures should be acquiesced in 
‘and faithfully observed by all good citizens.”’ 

In what sense is an approval of the particular 
sasures referred to—of the merits of the several 
is of Congress composing that series of meas- || 
es—how is an sipiaid expressed upon the merits 
{these particular measures, more 1n the amended 
form than in the original form of the resolution? 
The original form declares that. they are entitled 
to be recognized as a definitive adjustment and 
settlement of the distracting questions growing | 
out of the system of domestic slavery; while the 
amended resolution declares that they are a settle- 
ment in principle and substance—a final settle- 
ent of the dangerous and exciting subjects which 
theyembrace. If approval is implied in the one 
case, | pray you to tell me if the ingenuity of man 
cau show that the same approval is not implied in 
theother? It cannot beshown. Gentlemen may 
assume that it is so: gentlemen, if they take that 
view of it, will, of course, act upon the supposi- 
tionthatitis so. But I maintain, that upon a just 
exposition of this language, the idea of approval 
{the particular measures constituting the adjust- 
ment, is no more expressed in the one case than in 
the other, It was not, therefore, on that ground, 
that | submitted the amendment which the honor- 
avleSenator from Mississippi, [Mr. Foore,} who 
offered the resolution, felt willing to accept, and 
which he, not having control of the resolution, in 
the judgment of the Chair, was, on a division, 
alopted by the Senate: but it was for another pur- 
pose. The resolution as originally framed, de- 
‘lared these measures were to be acquiesced in in- | 
definitely, under all circumstances, without any | 
imitation. I suggested then, in substance—I do 
tot remember the particular phraseology which I 
wwd—that there was at least a plausible objec- 
tion to the resolution in undertaking to give an un- 
dterable character to these measures. I did not 
esteem that objection as just; still it was enter- 
tamed; and I wished to remove from the resolu- 
ton every objection, not only real but plausible; 
wd therefore suggested the amendment by which | 
is declared with regard to these measures that 
wey ought to be maintained untouched, until we 


se what will be the result upon them of time and 
experience 


measu 


resol 





Then, in the second place, I thought that the 
orginal form of the resolution was subject to a 
real objection, which was, that the Senate, instead 
of declaring what ought to be the action of this 
wody, would declare by it what should be the duty 
ofthe citizens of the country. It seems to me 
imecessary to declare that the citizens of the 
‘ountry ought to obey the laws of the country; 
and at the same time I thought the resolution in- 
uficient, because it ought to declare our own 
‘ews and our own purpose with regard to the 
maintenance of those laws—the legislative power 4 
bver that subject being in this body and in the 
‘er House. It was upon that ground that this || 





THE 


amendment was offered by me, and it was adopted 
by the Senate. And I must say, that if there is 
anything in the original resolution which has 
merits which commend it to the favor of the Sen- 
ate, no part of those merits have been removed by 
the amendment which | had the honor to submit. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. As the usual hour for 
adjournment has arrived, if the honorable Senator 
will give way Iwill move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. BADGER assented. 

And then, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 2, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. Mr. Mornean. 
The Journal of Friday last wasread. 
Mr. GIDDINGS said that he discovered that 
the Journal of Friday last states that he had re- 
ported, without amendment, from the Committee 
on Territories the bill authorizing the Governor 
of the Territory of New Mexico to call an extra 


Prayer 


| session of the Legislative Assembly of said Ter- 


ritory. He reported the bill with an amendment, 
and desired the Journal to be so corrected. 

It was ordered, and the Journal was then ap- 
proved. 

Mr. SIBLEY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to allow him to introduce a resolution. 


MOORE AND HASCALL. 
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House, that the bill grants a patent for fourteen 
years— aoe 

Mr. CARTTER. 

The SPEAKER. 








I object to any remarks. 
All discussion is out of order. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I wish to make an inquiry of 
the Chair. If the House refuse to refer this bill, 
will not the question then come up upon its en- 
grossment: 

The SPEAKER. It will, under the operation 
of the previous question. 

Mr. SACKETT. I ask that the bill be read. 

Mr. CARTTER. I object 

Mr. SACKETT. Do we understand the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] the chairman 
of the committee, as objecting to the bill being 
read ? 

Mr. CARTTER. The gentleman understands 
that the bill has been already read by sections. 

Mr. SACKETT. Last week; and I ask that 
it be read again. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 


| refer the bill; and there were—yeas 39, nays 137, 
| as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Averett, Bragg, Caskie, 


| Churchwell, Clingman, Curtis, Daniel, Dawson, Dunhain, 


|| ris, Haven, Holladay, Ingersoll, 


Evans, Faulkner, Ficklin, Floyd, Gamble, Isham G. Har 
Ives, Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kurtz, 
Letehber, Mason, Millson, Olds, Outlaw, Samuel W. Par 
ker, Phelps, Powell, Sackett, Smith, Alexander H. Ste 
phens, Toombs, Wallace, and Wileox—39 

NAVY S—Measrs. Aiken, Charles Allen, Willis Allen, Alli 


| son, Andrews, William Appleton, Ashe, Babcock, Rarrere, 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order || 


| is the unfinished business of Friday last, which is 


the consideration of bill No. 193, for the relief of 
Hiram Moore-and John Hascall, upon which the 


previous qyestion was ordered to be put; which 


main question is upon the motion to refer the bill 
to the Committee of the Whole, and the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

Mr. CARTTER called for the order of busi- 
ness. 

Mr. SIBLEY again asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of devoting the pro- 
ceeds of the Fort Suelling military reserve, when sold, to 
the benefit of the University of Minnesota, in lieu of a like 
number of acres of land already granted by Congress for 


that purpose, and that the said committee report by bill or | 


otherwise. 


There being no objection, the resolution was in- 
troduced. 

The question.was then taken, and the resolution 
was agreed to. 

Mr. MOLONY. I havea favor to ask of the 
House—one which I rarely ask, but always vote 
to grant. Itis simply the introduction of a bill, 
of which previous notice has been given, which I 
desire may be referred to a committee. 

It was then read for information, as follows: 

A bill granting to the State of Illinois and Indi- 
ana the right of way for, and a portion of the pub- 
lic lands to aid in, the construction of a railroad 
from Lafayette, Indiana, across the Grand Prairie, 
via Middleport, to La Salle county, Illinois. 

Mr. SKELTON objected. 

Mr. FOWLER asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce a resolution. 

Mr. SKELTON called for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has already 
stated that the unfinished business of the House 
is the consideration of bill No. 193, being a bill 
for the relief of Hiram Moore and John Hascall. 
A motion was made to commit the said bill toa 


Bell, Bibighaus, Bissell, Bocock, Brenton, Briggs, Albert G. 
Brown, George H. Brown, Buell, Burrows, Busby, BE. Car 


| rington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson 


Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chastain, Clark, Cobb, Col 
cock, Conger, Jolin G, Davis, Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, 
Doty, Duncan, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Fitch, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 


| Gaylord, Giddings, Goodenow, Goodrich, Gorman, Green, 


| Grey, Grow, Hall, Hammond, Harper, Hart, Hascall, Heb- 


ard, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Horsford, Houston, How 

ard, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, 
Jenkins, James Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. John 

son, Daniel 'T’. Jones, George G. King, Kuhns, Lockhart, 
Mace, Mann, Edward C. Marshall, Martin, MeCorkle, 
McLanahan, MceMullin, MeNair, Meacham. Meade, Miner, 
Molony, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Mur 

phy, Murray, Nabers, Newton, Orr, Andrew Parker, Peas- 
lee, Penniman, Perkins, Porter, Price, Riddle, Robbins, 
Robinson, Russell, Sghooleraft, Seurry, David L. Sey 

mour, Origen 3. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Stanly, Benja 

min Stanton, Abr’m P. Stevens, Stone, St. Martin, Strat 

ton, Strother, Stuart, Sweetser. Taylor, George W. Thom 

son, Thurston, Townshend, Tuck, Venable, Walbridge, 
Walsh, Ward, Watkins, Welch, Wells, Addison White, 
Wildrick, Williams, and Woodward—1. 


So the bill was not committed. 
Mr. SACKETT. Mr. Speaker, is the previous 


| question exhausted? 


| Mr. CARTTER. 


| Mr. SACKETT. 


Committee of the Whole House, made the order | 
of the day, and printed, upon which the previous | 


|| question was moved and seconded, and the main 


question ordered to be put; and upon this question 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. CAR ER. I submit whether the pre- 


| vious question was not called upon the motion to 


ass it? 
The SPEAKER. That will be the effect if the 
House vote down the proposition to refer. If the 


| House refuse to refer the bill, it will, under the 
| operation of the previous question, be brought to 


a vote upon the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. SACKETT. I ask, if the House refuse to 
refer the bill, whether it will be then open to 
amendment? 

The SPEAKER. It will not—the previous 

uestion having been ordered. 


Mr. SACKETT. 


I only wish to say to the | 


The SPEAKER. It is not exhausted. 

Is it in order to move a re- 

consideration of the last vote, and to lay that mo- 

tion upon the table ? : 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. CARTTER. 


consider. 


It is. 
[ make that motion to re- 


I believe I have the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman made no 
proposition, 

Mr. SACKETT. I inquired if the previous 
question was exhausted, with the intention of 
moving a reconsideration, 

| The SPEAKER. It is not a debatable propo- 
sition at all events. 

| Mr.SACKETT. I wished to make a state- 
ment in regard to this bill. I desire to movea re- 
consideration. 

| The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Sackerr] claim 
the floor? 

Mr. SACKETT. 
a reconsideration. 

Mr.CARTTER. I had anticipated that motion 
already, for the benefit of the gentleman, under the 
| recognition of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Sackett] claimed, and was upon the 
floor, and the Chair thinks he was entitled to it. 

Mr. SACKETTs Is it in order to make an ex- 
planation to the House, of the objeet of my motion ? 

Mr. CARTTER. I will inquire, if the gentle- 
man having voted against the proposition, can now 
make a motion to reconsider ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot make 
such a motion. 

Mr. ROBBINS moved to lay the motion to re- 
| consider upon the table; which motion was agreed 
to 


For the purpose of moving 


The question then being, Shall the bill be en- 
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grossed and read a third time? it was taken and 
agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
bill will receive its third reading now. 

Mr. EVANS. IL ask if the bill is actually en- 

rossed ? 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
the bill has not been engrossed. 

Mr. EVANS. I then object to its third reading 
now. 

The SPEAKER. 
the Calendar. 
Mr. THURSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and to lay that motion upon the 

table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. DISNEY, it was ordered 
that the papers of Boyce Purcell be withdrawn 
from the files of the House and referred to the | 
Committee of Claims. 


ALLOWANCE OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. FOWLER asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to transmit to this House a statement exhibiting 
the amount of claims, if any, including principal and in 
terest, and designating each separately, which have been 
allowed and paid by the several Departments, or any of 
the bureaus thereof, from the 4th day of March, 1845, un- 
til the 4th day of March, 1849, which had been previously 
presented and suspended, or disallowed in whole or in part, 
and specifying the character of such claims, and also the | 
name of each person who at any time acted as agent or so- | 
licitor for such claims ; together with the names of the per- | 
sons to whom the same or any part thereof was paid, spe 
cifying, if practicable, the several amounts paid to such | 
agents or soliciters as fees for their services in prosecuting | 
said claims. } 
Mr. GAYLORD objected. 
Mr. FOWLER moved to suspend the rules, | 
and on that motion asked for the yeas and nays; | 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ASHE. I call for the reading of the reso- 
lution. We have not been able to hear a word 
of it in this part of the Hall. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been | 


read once, but it will be read again unless objected | 


to. 

Mr. ANDREWS ay tiny 

Mr. ASHE. Then I must ask to be excused | 
from voting, for | do not know what the resolu- 
tion is. 

The question was put, and it was decided in the 
negative, 

So the House refused to excuse Mr. Asue from | 
voting. 

Mr. FITCH. I appeal to the gentleman from 
Maine to withdraw his objection. We have none 
of us heard the resolution in this part of the Hall, | 
and cannot vote in the dark. 

Mr. ANDREWS withdrew his objection. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I object to that 
resolution. I voted against a similar one last | 
Monday and shall vote against all of them. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition is to read | 
the resolution. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Oh, I have no objection to 
its being read. 

The SPEAKER. That is the proposition. 

The Cxierk then read the resolution. 

Mr. FICKLIN. Is the resolution amendable 
at this time? , 

The SPEAKER. Itis not. The resolution is 
not now before the House. The question is on 
suspending the rules to enable the gentleman from | 
Massachusetts to offer the resolution. 

The questionywas then put, and there were yeas | 
164, nays 9; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Chas. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Allison. Andrews, John Appleton, Ashe, Averett, Babcock, 
Barrere, Bell, Bibighaus, Bocock, Bowne, Bragg, Brecken- 
ridge, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, George 
H. Brown, Buell, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chandler, 
Chastain, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, 
Curtis, Daniel, George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Doty, Duncan, Eastman, Ed 

erton, Edmundson, Evans, Ewfhg, Faulkner, Ficklin, 

itch, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Gambie, Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Goodrich, Gorman, | 
Green, Grey, Grow, Hall, Harper, Hart, Hascall, Haven, 
Hebard, Hendricks, Hibbard, Holladay, Horsford, Houston, | 
Howard, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Thomas Y. | 
How, Hunter, Ingersoll, lves, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnson, James Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. John- 
son, George W. Jones, J. Soy Jones, George G. King, 
Preston King, Kurtz, Letcher, 4ockhart, Mann, Martin, 
Mason, McCorkle, McDonald, McLanahan, McNair, Mea- 
cham, Meade, Millson, Miner, Henry D. Moore, John 
Moore, Morehead, Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Newton, Olds, |, 
Orr, Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Peaslee, Penui- |! 





The bill takes its place on | 
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| 
man, Perkins, Phelps, Porter, Price, Riddle, Robinson, Rus- 
sell, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcrait, Schoonmaker, 
Scurry, David L. Seymour, Origen 3. Seymour, Skelton, 
Smith, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Abraham P. Stevens, St. Martin, Stratton, Strother, Stuart, 
Sweetser, Taylor, Benjamin Thompson, Geo. W. ‘Thomp- 
son, Thurston, Toombs, Townshend, Tuck, Venable, Wal- 
bridge, Wailace, Walsh, Ward, Watkins, Welch, Wells, 
Addison White, Wilcox, Wildrick, and Yates—164. 
NAYS—Messrs. Busby, Caldweli, Floyd, Gaylord, Henn, 
Outlaw, Robbins, Alexander H. Stephens, and Wil- 


| liains-—9. 


So (two thirds voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended, 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, 

Mr. FOWLER demanded the previous ques- 
tion. < 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the previous question 
will not be sustained. ‘There is a very essential 
amendment that ought to be made to that resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. FOWLER. [think not. The resolution 
is precisely the same as that passed last week, | 
except that it is addressed to the President instead 
of the Secretaries. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The resolution ought to be 
amended so as to show the additional proof pre- 
sented before the Departments to justify the allow- 
ance of the claims. 

The House then divided on seconding the de- 
mand for the previous question, and 

The SPEAKER announced that there were 
ayes 84, noes 80. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded tellers. 
Mr. CABELL. I object to tellers. The call 
was made too late. The Chair had announced 
the result of the-division. = 1] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the ob- | 
‘Tellers were demanded whilst the Chair | 
was in the act of announcing the result. 

Mr. CABELL. I raised the objection, in or- 
der that we may have some princi le decided. I 
called for teller’ the other day and the Chair de- 
cided that I was too late, although I addressed the 
Chair before the result of the division was an- |, 
nounced. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman appeal 
from the decision of the Chair? 

Mr. CABELL. No. I am indifferent about | 
the matter. I merely want to have the question 
settled. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Futier of 
Maine and CuHanpLer appointed. 

The question was then put, and it was decided |, 
in the wegative—ayes 84, noes 85. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. LOCKHART. I desire to offer an amend- 
ment to the resolution. 

Mr. FOWLER. Do I not still retain the 
floor? I have not yielded it yet. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman effected his 
object by calling the previous question. 

Mr. FOWLER. The question is whether I 
do not still hold the floor for further remarks? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman was not un- 
derstood as claiming the floor until another gen- 
tleman had been recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. FOWLER. | claimed the floor as soon 
as the result was announced. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the | 
gentleman did not claim the floor in time. 

Mr. LOCKHART moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by adding thereto the following: 


And the additional evidence, if any, upon which such 
claims were allowed. 


Mr. LOCKHART then demanded the previous 
question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Indiana to modify his amendment 
so as to call for information in relation to the ad- 
ditional testimony that was furnished upon claims 
since 1849. My purpose is, that all the facts in 
relation to the allowances of claims may be brought | 
out, and that the country may understand whether | 
this or that party is to blame. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from | 
Indiana agree to the suggestion made by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio? 

Mr. LOCKHART. I do not. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Ah! Then only one side | 


is wanted. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair must enforce the || 
rule. Discussion is not in order. i] 


Mr. CARTTER. I appeal to the gentleman to 


| of going into the offices and vindicating 


| which was adopted on Monday last now gt 


| which the claims were allowed. The 


| under proper conditions, a 


Feb, 2 
US question 
amendmen; 
ve the pering 
the 


withdraw the demand for the previo 
to allow me to offer this additional 
that any of the officers incumbent duri 
embraced in the resolution shall have privile 
tion during the investigation. their ae. 
Mr. LOCKRART. I cannot withdray 
call for the previous question. , 
Mr. FOWLER. I desireto make a 
to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. I 
If the gentleman will so alter his amen 
extend it down to the present time, [ 
it 


the 


Suggestion 
4OCKHARr | 
dment as 1 
will accent 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As the resolution 


ands, 
Upon 
3 7 . Fhere is nothing 
in the resolution which precludes it; and they will 
no doubt, take this resolution as a precedent to 
govern their action under the former resolution ; 

Mr. FOWLER. I desire to say , 

TheSPEAKER. This discussion is ¢ 
out of order. 

Mr. FOWLER. Ido not propose to discusg 
the matter; but I desire to say again to the gentl. 
man from Indiana, (Mr. Locknarr,}] that [ yj) 
accept his amendment if he will extend it dows 


the Department can report the new proof 





Ntirely 


_ to the present time. 


Mr. LOCKHART. Iam satisfied with jt as j; 


| now stands. 


The question now being upon seconding the de. 


| mand forthe previous question, upon a division 


there were—ayes 99. 
Mr. WILLIAMS demanded tellers, which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Futter of Maine and 


| CHANDLER were appointed. 


The question was then taken, and the tellers rs. 
ported—ayes 79, noes 50. 

So the previous question received a second. 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 
which was first on agreeing to Mr. Locknarr’s 


| amendment. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon the adoption of 
the Nini as amended, and being taken, it was 
carried in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. STANLY moved that the vote just taken, 
by which the resolution was adopted, be recon- 
sidered, and to lay that motion on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 


INSTRUCTIONS IN RELATION TO CUBA. 
Mr. FAULKNER, by unanimous consent of 
the House, introduced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, all instructions from the Depart- 


| ment of State to the diplomatic agents of the United States 


abroad, and all dispatches from them not heretofore com- 
municated to Congress, declaratory of, or relating to the 


| policy of the Government of the United States in relation 


to the Island of Cuba. 
The question was taken, and the resolution was 


_ adopted. 


RENTS PAID FOR PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
Mr. DANIEL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings be in- 
structed to ascertain and report to this House what build: 
ings, er parts of buildings, in the District of Columbia, otier 


| than those belonging to the United States, have been used 


by the Government between the first day of January, 1°40, 
and the first day of February, 1852, and the amount paid for 


| rent, or contracted to be paid, in every instance, and thet 


security and fitness as depositories of the public records 


| And that said committee inquire into the expediency of 
purchasing or erecting such additiona! buildings as may be 
| deemed necessary. And that they have leave to report by 


bill or otherwise. 
The question was taken, and the resolution was 


adopted. 


OCEAN STEAMERS—MAIL CARRIERS. 
Mr. MEADE asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of providing by law that every steainet 
suitable to war purposes regularly running from any pert!" 


the United States to any foreign port shall be a mail carrier, 
entitled to receive, as com 


pensation for such services, the postage arising from letters 


| or other matter transported by such steamer. 


Mx. JONES, of Tennessee, objected. 

Mr. MEADE. I move to suspend the rules, 
to enable me to introduce the resolution. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; bu! 


| 
1 they were not ordered. 
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“The question was then taken, and the House 
- cod to suspend the rules—ayes 54, noes not 


ounted. 
THE PERCENTAGE ACCOUNTS. 


sf DISNEY asked the unanimous consent of 
House to offer the following resolution: 


onolved, That the Committee on Public Lands bein || 
otod to inquire into the expediency of providing by law; | 
air at the accounting officers, in computing the amount 


4) the respective States on account of the percentage 
er nie they are entitled upon the proceeds of the sales 
» public lands within their limits, shall embrace, as 
. all public lands granted on account ot military services. 


\ir. TOOMBS objected. 
Mr. DISNEY moved that the rules be sus- 
vended. 


ow 


sa 


The question was taken, and, upon a division, | 


ose in the affirmative. 
not yrdered. 
<> the rules were not suspended. 


y\lL SERVICE ON THE OHIO AND MISSIS- 
SIPPI. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, asked the | 


»yimous consent of the House to introduce the 


filowing resolution; which was read for the in- | 


fmation of the House, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the means of or- 
ganizing an efficient system of mail service on the Ohio 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I object. 
Mr. STANTON. I move that the rules be 
sispended, to enable me to introduce the resolu- 


The question was put, and upon a division 
there were—ayes 53, noes not counted. 
So the House refused to suspend the rules. 
SPIRIT RATION IN THE NAVY, 
Mr. GOODENOW asked the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to offer the following resolu- | 


tion; which was read for information, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing the | 


sint ration in the Navy, and of increasing the pay of all 
classes of enlisted men in that service. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 


I object. 
Mr. GOODENOW. 


I move to suspend the 


rules, to enable me to introduce the resolution; | 
and upon that question I demand the yeas and | 


navs. 

Mr. FOWLER. 
yeas and nays. Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 


suspend tle rules; and there were upon a division 


—ayes 54, noes not counted. 
So the House refused to suspend the rules, and 
the resolution was not introduced. 


NON-INTERVENTION. 


Mr. BRAGG. lLask the unanimous consent 
of the House to present certain resolutions, 
adopted by the Legislature of Alabama, upon the 
subject of intervention. Ido not desire to have 
them read even. I move they be printed and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. CARTTER. I object. 


Mr. BRAGG. Then I move a suspension of | 


the rules. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
reading of the resolutions. 

The CHAIRMAN. If gentlemen will come 


o order, the resolutions will be read for informa- 
ons. 


The resolutions were then read as follows: 


I call for the 


Joint Resolutions expressive of the sense of the General | 


Assembly of Alabama in relation to the policy to be pur- 

sted by our Government in its intercourse with foreign 

nations. 

Whereas, from many indications of popular feeling in 
me of the States of this Government, and from the 


poten and acts of many public men high in the confi- 
ence 


of the 
of inte 


tnent prevails to so great an extent as to induce the fear 
at for the want of calm reflection, we may be involved in 
ul the troubles and difficulties of the political affairs of na- 
Sand people far removed from us : 
R © it therefore resolved, by the Senate and House of 
ju csentatives of the State of Alabama in General 
ny convened, That we hold it to be the duty of the 
overnment and the people of the United States to culti- 


United States, we are led to the belief that a spirit 


~ earth ; in peace to treat all as friends, in war enemies ; 
‘ d to have entangling alliances with none ; and to prac- 
ce literally the doctrine of non-intervention. 


THE CON 


snd Mississippi rivers, and that they report by bill or other- || 


I call for tellers upon the |! 


of their own constituents, and in that of the people | 


rference in the political affairs of the European con- | 


‘ale relations of amity and good will with all the nations of 





{| 
|| these resolutions to our Senators and Representatives in 
|| Congress, with a request to lay the same belore their re 
spective bodies. 
JOHN D. RATHER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


CHARLES McLEMORE, 
Speaker of the Senate. 
Approved, January 9th, 1852. H. W. COLLIER. 
were suspended. 

Mr. BRAGG. I move that the resolution be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and 
be printed; which motion was agreed to. 

INTERVENTION. 

Mr. SKELTON. I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended, for the purpose of introdu- 
cing a series of resolutions passed by the Legis- 


ject of intervention. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I object. 
[Cries of ** Read!’’ * Read!’’] 
| [They will be found in the proceedings of the Sen- 
|| ate of to-day.] 
| The question was then taken, and the rules were 

suspended. 

Mr. SKELTON. I move that the resolutions 
|| be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and be printed; which motion was agreed to. 


SUSPENDED AND DISALLOWED CLAIMS. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, by unanimous con- 


sent, introduced the following resolution; which 
| was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
| requested to wansmit to this House, in addition to the in 
I] formation called for by the resolution which passed this 
| House on the 26th of Januagy, 1852, relative to suspended 
| and disallowed claims, a statement, specifying the claims 


nished to the Departmertts since the 4th of March, 1849. 


| 

' 

|| AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for the introduc- 
|| tion of the ee ee resolution, proposing 
amendments to the Constitution of the b 


States, viz: 


rT 


J nited 


Constitution of the United States be proposed to the Legis- 
latures of the several States, which, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of three fourths of the States, shall be valid to 
all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution : 

That hereafter, the President and Vice President of the 
United States shall be chosen by the people of the respective 
|| States, in the manner following: Each State shall be divi- 
ded, by the Legislature thereof, into districts, equal in 
| number to the whole number of Senators and Representa- 
| tives to which such State may be entitled in the Congress 
| of the United States; the said districts to be composed of 

contiguous territory, and to contain, as nearly as may be, 

an equal number of persons entitled to be represented under 
the Constitution, and to be laid off, for the first time, imme- 
diately after the ratification of this amendment, and after- 
wards, atthe session of the Legislature next ensuing the ap- 


| portionment of representatives by the Congress of the United | 


|| States; that, on the first Thursday in August, in the year 


eighteen hundred and fifty-six, and on the same day every | 


| fourth year thereafter, the citizens of each State who possess 
| the qualifiations requisite for electors of the most numerous 
| branch of the State Legislatures, shall meet within their 

respective districts, and vote for a President and Vice Pres- 


be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves; and 
|| the person receiving the greatest number of votes for Presi 


Congress from such State, and to the President of the Sen 


The question was then taken, and the rules | 


| lature of the State of New Jersey upon the sub- | 
\Mr. DISNEY demanded tellers; but they were | 


The resolutions were then read for information. | 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward | 





| which have been allowed upon additional testimony fur- | 


Resolved, §c., That the following amendments to the || 


| 





ident of the United States, one of whom at least shall not | 


| dent, and the one receiving the greatest number of votes tor 
Vice President in each district, shall be holden to have re- 
ceived one vote; which fact shall be immediately certified 
by the Governor of the State, to each of the Senators in 


ate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The 


Congress of the United States shall be in session on the 


of the Senate and House of Representatives, shall open al 


| person having the greatest number of votes for President 
shall be President, if such number be equal to a majority 0 


second Monday in October, in the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, and on the same day on every fourth year 
thereafter; and the President of the Senate, in the presence 


| the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. The 


> 


such majority, then a second election shall be held on the 


| first Thursday in the month of December then next ensuing 
|| between the persons having the two highest numbers fo 
the office of President; which second election shall be con 


second election shall take place between the persons havin 


’ 
r 


ducted, the result certified, and the votes counted, in the | 
same manner as in the first; and the person having the || 
greatest nuinber of votes for President, shall be President. | 
But if two or more persons shall have received the greatest, 
and an equal number of votes, at the second election, then | 
the person who shall have received the greatest number of 
votes in the greatest number of States, shall be President. 
The person having the greatest number of votes for Vice 
President, at the first election, shall be Vice President, if 
sueh number be equal to a majority of the whole number of 
votes given; and if no person have such majority, then a 
g | 
the two highest numbers, on the same day that the second | 
election is held for President; and the person having the 


-H 
the whole number of votes given; but if no person have 
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highest nymber of the votes for Vice President, shall be 
Vice President. Butif there should happen to be an equal 
ity of votes between the persons so voted for at the second 
election, then the person having the greatest number of 
votes in the greatest number of States, shall be Vice Presi 
dent. But when a second election shall be necessary in the 
case of Vice President, and not necessary in the case of 
President, then the Senate shall choose a Vice President 
from the persons having the two highest numbers in the 
first election, as is now vreserbed in the Constitution. 

Sec. 2. nd be it furtacr resolved, That article one, 
section three, be amended by striking out the word “ Le- 
gislature,”’? and inserting in lieu thereof, the following 
words, viz: ** persons qualified to vote for members of the 
most numerous branch of the Legislature,” so as to make 
the third section of said article when ratified by three 
fourths of the States, read as follows, to wit 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each State, chosen by the persons quali 
fied to vote for the members of the most numerous branch 
of the Legislature thereof, for six years, and each Senator 
shall have one vote. 

Sec. 4. nd he it further resolved, That article three, 
rection one, be amended by striking out the words * good 
behavior,’ and inserting the following words, viz: “the 
term of twelve years.’’ And further, that said article and 
section be amended by adding the following thereto, viz 
*\and it shall be the duty of the President of the United 
States, within twelve months atter the ratification of this 
amendment by three fourths of all the States as provided 
by the Constitution of the United States, to divide the whole 
number of judges as near as may be practicable, into three 
classes. ‘I'he seats of the judges of the first class shall be 
vacated at the expiration of the fourth year trom such clas 
sification; of the second class, at the expiration of the 
eighth vear; and of the third class, at the expiration of the 
twelfth year, so that one third may be chosen every tourth 
year thereafter.”’ 

The article as amended, will read as follows: 


ARTICLE 111 
Section 1. The judicial power of the United States shall 


| be vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts 


as the Congress from time to time may ordain and estab 
lish. The judges, both of the supreme and interior courts, 
shall hold their offices during ths term of twelve years, and 
shall, at stated times, receive for their services a com 
pensation, which shall not be diminished during their con 
tinuance in offiee. And it shall be the duty ot the Presi 
dent of the United States, within twelve months after the 
ratification of this amendment by three fourths of all the 
States as provided by the Constitution of the United States, 
to divide the whole number of judges, as near as may be 


practicable, into three classes. The seats of the judges of 


the first class, shall be vacated at the expiration of the fourth 
year from such classification; of the second class, at the 
expiration of the eighth year; and of the third class, at the 
expiration of the twelith year, so that one third may be 
chosen every fourth year thereatter. 


Objection was made to its introduction. 
Mr. JOHNSON moved a suspension of the 


' rules for the purpose indicated by him; which 


motion, upon a division, was agreed 
noes 33. 

Fhe joint resolution was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to the Committee on the 


to—ayes 89, 


| Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


COAST SURVEY MAPS. 


Mr. RIDDLE, from the Committee on En- 
graving, reported the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be and they 
are hereby authorized to contract for engraving or litho 
graphing seven thousand five hundred and twenty sets of 
maps accompanying the report of the Superintendent of 
the Coast Survey, provided that the cost shall not exceed 
$6,000. 

Mr. GOODENOW. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move the House adjourn. 

Mr. JOHN W. HOWE called for the yeas 
and nays; which were not ordered. 

The question was then put, upon a division, and, 
there were 52 ayes and 84 noes. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. What neces- 
sity is there for the printing of this number of 
maps? 

Mr. RIDDLE. 1 will state, for the information 
of the House, that we have already ordered the 
printing of six thousand extra copies of the report 
of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey in ad- 
dition to the usual number authorized by law—fif- 
teen hundred and twenty. The committee thought 
they had no right to contract for the engraving of 

| extra sets of maps without an order from the 
House, and they have directed me, therefore, to 
offer the resolution just read. The Senate have 
ordered the printing of ten thousand extra copies, 
and the extra numbers ordered by the House can 
be had much cheaper by being lithographed at the 
same time. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The remarks 
of the gentleman, so far as they have ero 
give me the information I wanted. will ask 
another question, whether this resolution will in- 
terfere at all with the electrotyping now adopted 

| by the Coast Survey? 
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Mr. RIDDLE. I will answer the gentleman’s 
inquiry as far as! am able. In contracting for 
lithographing, we are compelled to give the con- 
tractor the copper plates made at great expense by 
the Coast Survey office. The lithographer trans- 
fersto stone the impressions from the copper plates 
in the cheapest possible manner. It is not for us 
to say how he shalldo it, but only to contract for 
its being done weil and cheaply. A mistake was 
made by the gentleman from Kentuck y—— 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. Does not this reso- 
lution, giving rise to debate, lie over? 

Mr. RIDDLE. The Chair has already decided 
that question. This is a privileged committee, 
and can make its report at any time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is correct. 

Mr. RIDDLE. A contract has been entered 
into by the Senate witha gentleman in New York, 
the lithographing to be executed by him under the 
supervision of the Superintendent of the Coast 
Survey. The Committee on Engraving thought 
it proper that a like agreement should be made for 
the hthographing of the maps for the House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. What dispo- 
nition is to be made of these lithographs? 

Mr. RIDDLE. They are to accompany the 
report, and the report would be useless without 
them. 

Mr. STEPHENS. What has become of the 
engravings which accompany the survey—done 
by the electrotyping process? 

Mr. RIDDLE. They have merely struck off 
a few copies. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I will say tothe gentleman 
from Georgia, that these maps are engraved upon 
copper at the office of the Coast Survey. Now, 
it is proposed that there shall be a number of copies 
of these maps printed, but it is not proposed that 
they shall be printed from copper-plates, because 
it is impossible that within a reasonable time, and 
at a reasonable expense, the work can be done in 
this manner. The copper-plates are sent off to 
New York, or some other city, where there is a 
lithographing establishment, and impressions from 
the copper are to be transferred upon stone. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Is that by order 
of the Coast Survey ? 

Mr. HAMMOND. 
they are executing the work in that way. The 
Senate copy is now executed in that way. The 


| a . ow 
Coast Survey office. The original copper-plate 


It is by their order, and | 


copper plates are in New York, and impressions | 


from them are transferred to stone, because it is 
done a great deal cheaper and more rapidly. As 
to the electrotyping to which the gentleman refers, 
if he knows anything about its operations, he 
knows that it is a very expensive operation, and 
requires much time. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The other day, when a 
proposition was made by the Committee on Print- 
ing to print this extra number of the report of the 


Coast Survey, the chairman of the committee stated | 


to the House, that the Coast Survey office could 
print these maps at one dollar a set, by the electro- 
tvping process, and I believe at ninety-two cents. 
The gentleman now says that the electrotyping is 
very expensive. I believe the Superintendent of 
the Coast Survey represents it as very cheap. I 
have seen them electrotype, and I think itis about 
one fifth cheaper than engraving. Why, then, 
should we get these coast-survey maps engraved ? 
lam not certain that it is not cheaper than the 
price | mentioned, but the House has ordered this 
large number of extra copies, upon the ground 
that we could get them at ninety-three cents a 
set. 

Mr. RIDDLE. You may get them much less 
by lithographing, as low as seventy-five cents. 

“Mr. STEPHENS. Then I wish to inquire of 
the chairman of the committee, whether it is their 
intention to take this map-making out of the Coast 
Survey? 

Mr. RIDDLE. It has always’ been taken from 
their hands; but they have superintended the ex- 
ecution of the work. 

Mr. EVANS. I merely wish to say that elec- 
trotyping is not engraving or printing. Itis a 
process of making a copy of the copper-plate. It 
is not the process for printing at all. It is the 
preparation of an engraved plate from another en- 
graved plate by the galvanic process. 

Mr, STEPHENS. The electrotyping is sim- 
ply a reproduction of an engraved plate so as to 
prevent the retouch of the plate by the artist. 
‘This has been done by a discovery made in the 


TH 





first made by the artist is reproduced by a chemi- 
cal process. ‘That is electrotyping. 


electrotype of the plate thus produced. What I 
wish to know of the Committee on Engraving is, 
whether it is the object to have these impressions 


Now what I | 
mean by electrotyping is making prints from the | 


made upon a principle different from that the Coast 


Survey has now established ? 

Mr. HAMMOND. The officers of the Coast 
Survey desire this course should be taken. They 
desire that these plates shall be lithographed, and 
that they shall not be printed from the original 
copper-plates, or copper-plates produced by the 
process to which the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
Sreruens] has alluded. 
cause it is a cheaper mode of publishing than 
from the copper-plates, or by the process to which 
the gentleman has referred. 
cess, because the impression is transferred upon 
stone rapidly, whereas it requires a number of 


days under the other mode, and a new copper- | 
1 do not know that I understand exactly | 


plate. 


It is a cheaper pro- | 


They desire this, be- | 


the point to which the gentleman from Georgia | 
refers, but if he supposes that it is the object of || 
the committee to interfere with the duties of the || 


officers of the Coast Survey, he is mistaken. 
Under the rules of the House, the Committee on 
Engraving are bound to report to the House, 
whenever maps of any kind are to be published, 
whether they be engraved or not. Now I do not 
propose to take any course which will not be ad- 
visable, and which the officers of the Coast Sur- 


| vey have not pointed out themselves. Their plates 


| inquiry of the gentleman. 


have actually gone on to New York for the use of 


the Senate, and they are now transferring from | 


copper-plates to stone the impression##from which 
the maps are to be a. 

Mr. STEPHENS. wish to make another 
\ Can he inform the 
House what will be the cost of one of these im- 
pressions? 

Mr. HAMMOND. 


will not cost exceeding seventy-fivecents. I knew 
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retain or preserve the copper-plate 
Coast Survey office. 
made from copper-plates, they w 
at the last, whereas in future tl 
quired. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


further, and then I will take my seat. 
understanding the other day, when the 
on Public Printing made their repo 
Coast Survey intended to make all the 
charts by this new process of electrot 
barely wish to know, whether it is their 
to keep up that process still at an expen 
Government of 93 cents per copy, and 
tract for lithographing the same? 
tleman from Maryland, (Mr. Evans,] 
to be acquainted with this subject, whe 
the object? 


Mr. SACKETT. 


charts or maps are made for the practice 
of navigators. Now, what is the object and 
pose of these outline maps? If they do not 
swer that purpose, why do we make them? 

I shall take about ten min, 
perhaps not more than five, in answering {hy 
quiries of gentlemen, and in making the 
explanation. The maps printed by the Coast §y». 
vey are prepared by what is called the ¢leciro, 
type process. And if there is any gentleman here 
who does not understand it, I would adyise . 
to go over to the office and look at it, for it is ong 


Mr. EVANS. 
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| of the most beautiful chemical operations, worthy 


cents 


each. 


the attention of any intelligent gentleman. These 
maps are sold in bookstores from ten cents to fory 
The English Government in jhe 
same way print the Nautical Almanac, which cogs 
there say two dollars acopy, but which you can 
chase in this country for one dollar. 
print, moreover, large numbers of charts which are 


ae put- 
The English 


| sold I believe much beneath cost. These charts, as 


I observed before, are minute to the utmost degree, 


' They contain every important position, the Joca- 


A friend near me says it | 


nothing of this resolution until my friend [Mr-. | 


Ripp.e] showed it to me. The cost is less than 
was expected in the debate the other day. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then there is another 
question I wish to ask the gentleman. Is it the 
object of the Committee on Engraving that some 
of these copies of the Coast Survey shall be en- 
graved upon steel and others lithographed ? 

Mr. HAMMOND. §Itis intended that all shall 
be lithographed. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Will thecommittee inform 
me what the Coast Survey are making so many 
of these electrotypes now for? 

Mr. HAMMOND. I do not know that they 
are, 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
a number of them. 

Mr. EVANS. I will answer the gentleman. 
The engraved plates of the Coast Survey office 
are for the large charts—some of them as large 
as a blanket. 
into a small document. The copper-plate print- 
ing requires to be done under a roller, and the 
most rapid copper-plate printer can produce only 
a very few impressions in a day. The litho- 
graphs, however, can be produced in great num- 


1 have seen them making 


bers in a day, like the ordinary mode of printing, | 


You do not propose to put these | 


and at a much cheaper rate than by the use of | 


copper-plates. The large electrotypes prepared 


in the Coast Survey office are for the great charts. | 


They take these charts and reduce the size, so 


| you can get them into a small document. 


Mr. STEPHENS. I understand from the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,] then, that 
these lithographs are for one class? 

Mr. EVANS. What I meant was this: The 
plates prepared for the use of navigators are large 
plates printed from copper, and those which are 
to be prepared for the document we print for distri- 
bution are outline sketches showing the general 
progress of the Coast Survey. They do not show 


| the minutiw, and are not intended as a guide to 


navigators, but show the great progress of the 
survey for the consideration of the House. The 
large plates, as the gentleman from Georgia has 
seen, enter into the most minute particulars, and 
are intended for the practical use of navigators. 
Mr. RIDDLE. I will state, for the information 


\| of the gentleman, it is the desire of the Coast 
}|, Survey, and the interest of the Government, to 


States. 


tion of shoals, and directions for entering har- 
bors, and all the leading lines, and bearings from 
point to point, so that when any navigator arrives 
upon the coast, he can make out his position with- 
out difficulty. 


These charts never have been printed for the 


use of Congress, and never ought to be. It would 
be an enormous job, They are printed and sold 
to navigators by the Government of the United 
But the report of the Coast Survey con- 


' tains what we cannot get out of the charts. It 


bly on the 
ever, in or 


with maps. 


contains a large number of astronomical and geo- 
graphical positions; it gives the latitude and longi- 
tude of important points; it describes the progress 
of the Coast Survey; it tells how the parties have 
been engaged; how the work has advanced since 
last year; how they have expended the money 
voted tothem; and everything which is usually 
contained in a report, so as to enable the members 
of the House of Representatives to vote intelligi- 

ropositions submitted to them. How- 
dee to illustrate any report which con- 
cerns mathematical and geographical positions it 
is of course necessary to accompany the report 
Everybody knows that. It is ne 
cessary that the child at school should be taught 
geography by maps. 
are a sort of treatises on geography, and they 
therefore require slight sketch maps, which are 
admirable, as far as they extend, 


These coast survey reports 


ut which do 


| not extend to the minutiz required in the large 


charts. 


Mr. SACKETT. 


I desire to know if the gen- 


tleman is advocating the doctrine, that under the 
| power which we have to furnish such conven 


| ences as the commerce of the country may ' 


| : . ] 
quire, we can furnish charts and maps to schools 
| and colleges ? 


Mr. EVANS. I am doing no such thing; and 


if I had been doing it, I might be doing worse 


_ than desiring to bring information home to every 


| child in the dand. 


I venture to say, that the get- 
tleman’s own constituents might profit 
only sent them the New Testament. [A laugh. 


by it, if we 


| But I was not talking about any such thing. 


was answering the inquiry of the gentleman, who 
desired to know why these small charts were fur- 
nished. Now, if we were to use the electrotype 
plates of the Coast Survey office, and if the maps 
were to be prepared from those plates, and boun 

up with the report, the expense would be incal- 
culable. 





eart 


ever 
take 
cart 
inte 


qui 
sink 


tao 


equ 


of ¢ 


the 











‘eb. 9 


Sli 


ared at ih. # 


SSIONS arp 
worthine 
NAY be te 
Ord to en. 
It Was pn y 
Comr } in 
t, th at t} 
> Mans and 
typing, | 
r intention 
NSe ty : . 
also Lv 

k the Pen. 
who Seer . 
ther that js 


it the Jaro 
cal benes, 
ot and pur. 
do not. an. 
em ? 

N Minutes 
ng the 
the proper 
Coast Sy. 
he electro. 
leman here 
idvise hin 
Or it is one 
NS, Worthy 
in. These 
nts to forty 
ent in the 
vhich COStg 
OU CAN pur- 
he English 
8 which are 
e charts, as 
ost degree, 
1, the loca. 
fering: har- 
rings from 
ator arrives 
sition with- 


fed for the 

It would 
d and sold 
the United 
urvey con- 
charts. It 
al and geo- 
> and longi- 
\e progress 
arties have 
inced since 
the money 
is usually 
1e members 
te intellici- 
om. How- 
which con- 
yositions it 
the report 

It is ne 
be taught 
vey reports 
_ and they 
which are 
which do 
. the large 


if the gen- 
t under the 
*h conveni- 
y may re 
to schools 


thing; and 
oing worse 
ne to every 
at the get- 
by it, if we 
(A laugh.| 
h thing. 
eman, who 
s were fur- 


electrotype 


if the maps 
and bound 


1 be incal- 


j852. 


STANTON, of Tennessee. With the per- 
. of the gentleman, I will remind him, and | 
alarly the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. 





Mr 
mission 0 


YPHENS)| ofa fact. It was stated in the debate 
ST - 


former day that the maps for each one of 
ee copies would cost ninety-two cents, and it 
ca appears that they will cost only seventy-five 
*e ‘The House, in adopting the former reso- 
ame virtually adopted this one, although they 
believed the work would cost more. ela 
vr, FULLER, of Maine. Did not similar 
nang accompany the report of the last year? 

Vir. EVANS. Certainly ; and for every former 
vear. It is not a new proposition. Ever since 
\ir, Hassler took charge of the Coast Survey, 
4 during the whole time it has been under the 
harve of Mr. Bache, maps have always accom- 
vanied the report, and they are indispensably ne- 
cary to elucidate it. We have been in the 
vit for many years past of printing the journals 
soficers who have traverse 
wy—California and New Mexico, and of accom- 
apying them not only with maps and charts, but 
ith views and likenesses of Indians, got up at 

enormous expense, and not at all necessary to 
he elucidation of the works. I am confident that 
‘sonttemen will look into the matter, they will 
énd that these maps are indispensably necessary. 
They are not put in for show, for they are not 
showy maps at all. 
how deeply scientific they are; that is done in the 
ae maps; they are merely for the elucidation of 
e report. 

Now, | wish to say a word to the House in re- 
sard to the way in which these surveys are made. 
| see a gentleman before me who knows per- 


ents. 


the western coun- | 


Nor are they put in to show | 


‘tly well how things are done, and who will cor- | 


rect me if lam in error. I mean the gentleman 
fom Delaware, [Mr. Rippte,}] whom I have 
known for a long time, and who is well acquainted 
with the process. 


In making marine surveys, the | 


arth is regarded asa flat surface—a plane, but | 
everybody knows that it is not so; and therefore, | 


in making geodetical surveys it is necessary to 
take the rotundity of the earth into account. In 
carrying on the coast survey of the United States, 
in the first place, the whole country is divided 
into certain triangles. A great-deal of care is re- 
quired to present those triangles properly. No 
single angle of a triangle must be too obtuse, none 
too acute. They should be as nearly as possible 
equilateral. ‘These triangles are then plotted down 
on one of these charts, and as every angular point 
fevery triangle is an absolute, correctly ascertain- 


el position in the country, if any gentleman has | 


nein his district, he has an absolute position ascer- 
tained there with reference to every other part of 
theearth’s surface. These charts will be highly 


weful to persons preparing maps of counties, as | 
they show what their geographical position is with | 


reeard to other places. 
nn be lithographed at very slight expense, contain 


‘These small maps, which | 


igreat deal of very valuable geographical inform- | 


vion necessary ta, the elucidation of the report 
and t 


| to enable Congress to understand it. 
There is this difficulty about electrotyping, that 


he printing from copper plates requires to be done | 


¥ 


yapeculiar press with rollers. Each plate re- 
ures to be carefully arranged. It requires skill 
the operator, and only a few copies can be 
wuck off in the course of a day. But where you 
we lithographic plates, you can use an ordinary 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


{Mr. Stanton,] the maps in each copy of the 
report will cost only seventy-five cents, instead of 
ninety-two cents, as was supposed when the sub- 
ject was last before the House. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I desire to ask my friend from 
Maryland [Mr. Evans] one question in relation to 
this engraving. I find,on examination, that there 
is a large number of maps in the document room 
connected with the Coast Survey. I wish to know 
whether they are the same with these which it is 
proposed toengrave? I will send some specimens 
to the gentleman from Maryland, so that he may 
be able to answer my interrogatory. 

Mr. EVANS. They are not. The maps to 
which the gentleman has called my attention 
were not prepared by the Coast Survey office at 
all. 

Mr. FICKLIN. 
then? 

Mr. EVANS. I think they were prepared 
under the direction of the Navy Department. 
When these come to be compared with those 
which we now propose to publish, I think there 
will be found some difference. 1 am a judge of 
maps, 

Mr. FICKLIN. In looking over the document 
room I found some two-horse wagon loads of 
maps there of this species, 

Mr. EVANS. I hope the gentleman will let 
me keep the maps he has sent to me. I hope he 
intended to send them to me as a present. 


Mr. VENABLE. The charts which the gen- 


Who were they prepared by, 


| tleman from Illinois [Mr. Fick1n] has presented 


ress. It is the same difference as that between | 


‘opper-plates and wood-cuts. 


‘The wood-cuts are | 


‘sly done, because they are inserted amongst | 


‘he types; but if you have copper-plates, it must 
| be done by rollers, and therefore, if the Coast 


‘urvey office undertake to use copper-plates in- || 
vead of lithography, it will subject the House to | 


Very great expenge. 
These plates a 
‘the report. They ought not to be copper plates 
"the large seale, because they would be too mi- 


necessary for the elucidation 


here, are nautical charts, and are very unsatisfac- 
tory. Those which we propose to publish are 
geodetic charts, which, as the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. Evans] has informed us, make 
allowance for the shape.of the earth, which is 
spheroidical. Nautical Aharts were prepared by 
order of the Government as far back as 1805, but 
they are delusive. ‘They are not accurate, because, 
not being constructed upon the actual spheroidical 
shape of the earth, each detached map may be 
accurate, but when placed by others do not fit— 
one overlaps the other, and the channels are not 
therefore correctly marked with reference to one 
another. These maps are made with reference 
to the triangulation of which my friend from Ma- 
ryland speaks. The larger and smaller triangula- 
tion present to you the precise shape of our coast 
over the whole extent where the surveys have 
been completed. Now, it does seem extraordi- 
nary that any difficulty should be raised upon 
this subject. 
as well as our Atlantic coast! These charts are 
prepared by a corps of the most accomplished 
scholars, comprising practical engineers—gentle- 
men educated in the Navy—gentlemen skilled in 
the science of hydrography—gentlemen educated 
at West Point—gentlemen skilled in the science 
of topography—all of them men of the highest 
attainments, who have been employed for a long 
time on our coast, and are in every respect quali- 
fied for the execution of a work demanding the 
highest scientific attainments. And the charts 
which they have constructed from their own obser- 
vations are complete and accurate. The nautical 
charts which have been heretofore constructed are 
taken upon the principle that the earth is a plane, 
flat surface. ‘They will, therefore, be incomplete 
and imaccurate. Now, every gentleman here 
knows that the effect of mistaking a few feet one 
side or the other of a channel may be the loss of 
the vessel and all it contains. But these charts 
give every point with such accuracy that there can 
be no mistake, and in the absence even of a pilot 
may give the means of a safe approach to a har- 
bor. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. Since Congress 
have ordered six thousand cepies of those charts to 
be printed I have received two letters from gentle- 





|| men of great experience, saying that the use of 


i for that purpose, and would cost too much; | 


‘ey ought not to be copper-plates on the small 
wale, because of the difficulty of printing; but 


ey ought to be lithographed, because that can | 
“cone with the usual press-work, and is, at any | 


‘ue, much cheaper. 

ln conelusion, let me sa 
Y the gentleman from 
“8 iS no new thing introduced to inveigle Con- 
fess, but an old-established thing; and further, 
“Was stated by the gentleman from Tennessee, 


that, as was suggested | 
aine, [Mr. Furver,] | 


those charts would enable them to enter any port 
covered by them, without the aid of a pilot, they 
were so accurate. 

Mr. VENABLE. There is no question about 
it, as I have before remarked; it is reduced to a 
demonstrative certainty. It is amathematical as- 
certainment of the locality of a channel, and the 
charts being constructed with reference to the shape 
of the earth, there can be no mistake as to their 
accuracy. If you will consult a mariner—any 


| man skillful in the business of sea-faring life, he 


will tell you that mere nautical charts are often | 


Look at the whole of our Pacific, | 
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very inaccurate upon the most important points, 
while in a geodetic chart showing the triangula- 
tion, the hydrography, and the topography of the 
coast gives it absolute certainty, as to the locality 
of the channel in every point, and every circum- 
stance connected with it; and as the gentleman 
from -Maryland has remarked, with the aid of 
those charts any navigator can enter any one of 
our ports with safety, without any other aid, 

Mr. FICKLIN. In reply to the requ stofmy 
friend from Maryland, [Mr. Evawns,] thatl would 
present to him the maps which I sent him a mo- 
ment ago, I beg leave to say, that I will] cive them 
to him with all my heart; and if he wants more, 
he can have two horse wagon loads by going up 
to the document room, a 

Mr. EVANS. I should like to inquire of the 


, i 
gentleman what right he has to give them away? 


Mr. FICKLIN. Why, by going up there, 
and selecting them, and having them brought down 
here. 

Mr. EVANS. . That is no right at all. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I hold them by possession ; 
and, as a gentleman near me suggests, by the 
right of discovery too. [A laugh.]} 

While up, | wish to say to my friend from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Venasue,] who, I am glad 
to see, is engaged in this subject, that a few days 
azo, when this subject was under discussion, he 
was eloquent and ardent in showing the necessity 
of these maps and charts. I did not then have 
the opportunity of showing him that in the docu- 
ment roem a great number of these maps may be’ 
found in relation to his own State; that there is a 
sufficient number in regard to Cape Fear to have 
supplied his constituents with all the information 
they require, if they are correct, so that no navi- 
gator need have any fear in entering Cape Fear. 
{A laugh.] 

Mr. VENABLE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to say, that if he will look at these charts—for 
[ have looked at them not casually, but | have 
examined them closely—he will find that the pres- 
ent observations were made by the Coast Survey, 
and the present charts supply all that is wanting ; 


while he will find that the mere nautical ones, 


being based upon the supposition that the earth is 
flat, are of very little use, because inaccurate in 
this : suppose a nautical chart of Norfolk harbor 
be made, and the one of some harbor on the coast 
of North Carolina at eighty or a hundred miles 
distant, he must perceive that no reference Seing 
had to the spheroidic shape of the earth, they must 
be inaccurate im relation to each other. They 
were nautical surveys and entirely distinet from 
the system of observations taken by the Coast 
Survey. And that survey which he has given me, 

as far as the coast of North Carolina was con- 

cerned, was far from being a complete one. They 

surveyed Cape Fear, but they did not survey the 

whole coast. It is the misfortune of North Caro- 

lina that her coast is one of the most dangerous 

in the United States, and much more so formerly 

than now, because of the want of such observa- 

tions as are now in progress. But little has been 

expended on that coast, whilst the bounties of the 

Treasury have been poured out with a liberal hand 

on the Northern Atlantic and Lake coasts of the 
United States, with channels ascertained and 

shoals marked by lights which shine like stars on 

the dark waters, yes, sir, in constellations, our 
coast has been neglected, and the perils of navi- 
gation greatly increased. The progress of the 
coast survey off North Carolina, conducted by 
the distinguished Superintendent and his accom- 
plished assistants, have in a great measure re- 
moved the difficulty, and pointed out the channels 
which render navigation practicable and safe. 

The engineers employed in the Coast Survey at 
present have not completed the whole coast from 
Cape Fear to Charleston, and the work is in prog- 
ress, and along the coastof Georgia. They have 
published a portion of these charts. But I will 
say to my friend, in order that he may have some 
idea of the value of this work, that the knowledge 
heretofore possessed of this coast was so imper- 
fectand so unsatisfactory, that it was impossible to 
get a vessel insured at any reasonable rate which 
was bound for this coast; but since the work has 
been completed under the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey, these difficulties have been re- 
moved in a great measure, and insurance can 
easily be effected. The difficulties upon the shore 
of North Carolina have been so far removed, that 
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although it has been heretofore regarded as a most | 
dangerous coast, yet vessels are now enabled to | 


enter our ports often without the aid of a pilot. 
This has been the result so far as that coast is con- 
cerned. Now, 1 am sure that my friend will not 
hesitate for the expense of a small appropriation, 
when millions of money and the lives of thou- 


sands of men are at risk. I should be as un- | 


willing as any one to vole unnecessary appropri- 
ations for this or for any other purpose; but wise 
economy is always liberal. Who has a more per- 
fect right to protection than the hardy mariner, 
whose enterprise binds the four quarters of the 
world together in commercial intercourse? Whose 
life should be more dear to the country than his 
who brings comfort, luxury and wealth to our 
shores? Whose life of daring and of danger is 


of such inestimable value to every branch of in- | 


dustry in our land? Commerce is the right arm 
of the country; all that’can be done to invigorate 
and strengthen it should be the statesman’s care. 
Knowledge, scientific, accurate knowledge, builds 
the most enduring monuments™which perpetuate 
the memory of the statesman’s skill. ‘The lives 
and the property of our sailors and merchants all 
demand that we should be liberal in furnishing the 
information which will protect them, and | am wil- 
ling at any reasonable cost to furnish it. ‘Thefear- 
ful loss of lives and property produced by defec- 
tive charts and unlighted shoals and rocks, and the 
perils of navigation incalculably increased, are de- 


mands to which we cannot be insensible or un- | 


mindful, All commercial nations are engaged in a 
like enterprise with ourselves, and liberally furnish 
all the information which they obtain. Our own 
Colonel Frémont, when he first visited the Pacific 
coast, detected by observation an error in Merca- 
tor’s chart, by which San Francisco was placed sev- 
eral miles further on the coast than it really was, 
and which had caused the wreck of many vessels 


that ran upon the shore before they were aware of | 


its proximity. He made the communication, and 


I am informed that the English Board of Admiralty | 


had just before sent a corps of engineers to ascer- 


tain the cause of the frequent losses in that par- | 


ticular part of the Pacific coast. Our corps is 
now prosecuting the work off Oregon and Cali- 
fornia, and I trust we shall sustain the enterprise, 
and publish the results, until there shall not bea 
shoal, channel, or inlet, cape, promontory, or bay, 


which may not be made perfectly familiar to all | 
whose business and occupation lead them to the 


dangers of the seas, that our statesmen and 
scholars may also-learn those things so necessary 
to be known before they undertake to legislate or 
to teach. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Will the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. Fick] allow me to 
say aword? About two weeks ago we ordered 
this printing to be done. It was then stated that 
the cost of the whole would be about ninety-two 
cents. We have already ordered the printing to 
be done, and, as I understand it, this is a mere 


eee of form. ‘The Committee on Engraving || 
thought it would be necessary for them to report, | 


and for that reason the subject has again been 
brought before the House. Now, what can be 
the difficulty in the matter? The printing has 
been ordered, and the engravers must go on with 
the work. 

Mr. GORMAN. I also desire a word of ex- 
planation. The Committee on Engraving reported 
upon precisely the same thing which was reported 
upon by the Committee on Printing. The other 
day I reported the cost as ninety-two cents, but it 
has since been ascertained that it could be done 
for considerably less than that amount. But the 
engraving of the work belongs to the Committee 


on Engraving, and the printing belongs to the | 


Committee on Printing. The question remains 


exactly the same, so far as the House is concerned, | 


as it did when it was up before. I hope the gen- 
tleman will call the previous question, and let us 
dispose of it at once. 


Mr. FICKLIN. That is just what I wanted 
to find out, whether it is a question of form or of | 


substance. 


Mr. VENABLE. It is simply a question of 


form. 
Mr. FICKLIN. These charts which I pre- 
sented here, I think were published in 1839.. Now, 


my friend from North Carolina rather intimates | 


that the spherodical shape of the earth was not 
then understood. 


cent more expense. It is a a question relating to 
the duties, falling, in part, legitimately, to the 
Committee on Engraving, and another part to the 
Committee on Printing. It is the same thing here- | 
tofore decided upon, and does not involve any ad- 
ditional expense. 


this coast survey, that it has been well said by my 
friend from North Carolina, [Mr. VenaB.e,| that 
dollars are not to be regarded in reference to it; 
and, indeed, they need not be counted, because it | 
will continue from year to year and, as | appre- || 
hend, from century to century at a cost of hun- 
dreds of thousands of doijlars, and there will be 
no end to it while this Government has a sea- || 
coast. ‘That being the case, and such the proba- || 
bility, | think it very important we should watch || 
over this expenditure, which already is becoming | 


gested that the previous question should be moved; 


received a second, and the main question was or- 
dered to be put. 


and the question was then taken upon the adop- 
tion of the resolution, and it was agreed to. 


| sent, introduced a bill, of which previous notice | 


| and to provide for the appointment of a Superin- 


Mr. VENABLE. I merely stated the differ- 


ence between nautical and geodetical charts. 

Mr. FICKLIN. I understood my friend from | intention to introduce a bill amendatory oj 
North Carolina to intimate that it had not been 
ascertained by the Coast Survey and Department 
that the form of the earth was nota plane flat sur- 
face. He says that the information which we 
received in 1832 was incorrect. but if he will 
look into the matter he will find that a great deal 
of this incorrect matter was published by order of 
the House. A great many more numbers were || 
printed than was necessary for distribution by the 
members of the House. 


Ifthe number to be printed is decided upon, and 


the question is one of mere form between these 
two committees, | have nothing more to say in 
regard to it; but ifit involve, in any way, the pub- 
lishing of a larger number than has been heretofore 
ordered, I am, for one, against it. 


Mr. GORMAN. lt does not involve a single 


> 


Mr. FICKLIN. 1 will remark, in regard to 


very large, not to say genormous. It was sug- || 


but as I do not desire to do so, I will yield the 
floor. 
Mr. ORR moved the previous question; which 


The resolution was again read for information, 


WABASH RIVER. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, by unanimous con- | 


had been given, entitled *‘A bill to grant to the 
States of Indiana and Illinois a portion of the 
public lands therein, for the improvement of the 
River Wabash;’’ which was read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title, and referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Public Lands. 
PUBLIC PRINTING OFFICE. 

Mr. DOTY, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill, of which previous notice had been given, 
entitled **A bill to establish a public printing office, 


99 


tendent of Public Printing;’’ which was read a 
first and second time by tts title, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. = 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF AMERICAN ton- 
SULS. | 
Mr. SACKETT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a resolution; which was read for informa- 
tion, as follows, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- || 
structed to inquire into the powers and duties of American 
Consuls and Commercial Agents in relation to American 
seamen, mariners, officers, and commanders of merchant | 
vessels of the citizens of the United States, in foreign ports 
and places; and to bring in a bill to more completely define 
and establish such powers and duties. 


Mr. SACKETT. If the House will allow me 
one word upon that resolution, I presume there 
will be no objection to it. 

Voices. ‘Hear!’ “Hear!” 

Mr. S8., (continuing.) There is a claim now be- 


fore Congress, of a considerable amount, arising || 


out of the exercise of very doubtful powers of one 
of our consuls, and it is for the purpose of having 


/ and obtaining a competent committee to examine 


into their power and duties, that I ask the adop- 
tion of this resolution. 


The question was then taken on the adoption of | 


the resolution, and it was agreed to. 
Mr. ORR moved that the House do now -ad- 


| journ; which motion was agreed to; and the House 
adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. l] 











NOTICES OF BILL 
Mr. WEIGHTMAN gave notice, unde 


September 9th, 1850, entitled * An 
of Texas the establishment of he 
boundaries, the relinquizhment by the said 
ritory claimed by her exterior to said bound 
her claims upon the United States, and 
| torial government for New Mexico.” 
Mr. ALLISON gave notice that he would. o 
or on some subsequent day, introduce a bi}| 
million of acres of land to the State of Penns 
purpose of aiding the Pittsburg and Erie R 
| In constructing their road. 


act proposing tor 


to establish a terri. 





PETITIONS, 
The following petitions, memorials, &c. 
under the rule, and referred to the appropri 


By Mr. MEADE: The petition of the heir 
Joshua Frepton, praying for commutation pay 
Also, the petition of David Toole, praying | 

|| in consideration of injuries received while in the sery;.. 
the United States during the late war. 1 
By Mr. ALLISON: The petition of sundry citizoy 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying that ¢ - 
ing and delivery of the mail on the Christian s 

| Lord’s day, be prohibited. 
Also, two petitions from citizens of Western Pens, 
vania, for a ship canal around the falls of Sainte Mane 


» Were Presentes 


By Mr. ASHE: The memorials of Dickson ) 
Carlton Hall, deputy marshals, praying addition 
sation for taking the census. i 

By Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE: The memorial 0 
R. Holmes and others, citizens of Pittsburg, 
praying for the construction of a shi 
of the river Ste. Marie, Michigan. 

Also, the memorial of N. P. Sawyer and others, of Ping 
burg, of the same tenor. ee 

Also, the memorial of William M. Semple and others of 
Pittsburg, tor the same. ’ 
| Also, the memorial of W. W. Wallace, J. D. Willians 
and others, of Pittsburg, for the same. we 

Also, the memorial of Charles Naylor and others, o 
Pittsburg, for the same. : 

By Mr. SCHOONMAKER: The petition of 28 
of vessels hailing from various ports in the United Stays 
| who have freighted from Rondout during the season of 
1851, for an appropriation to remove obstructions from the 
channel of the Rondout river, at or near its junction with 
the Hudson river, in the State of New York. r 

Also, a petition of citizens of the State and city of New 
York, for the same purpose. f 

Also, a petiton of Hester Serrine, formerly Hester Pay). 
ding,ot Yorktown, New York, and widow of John Paulding, 
deceased, one of the captors of Major Andre, tor a pension 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The memorial of J. Parsons 
Owen, of Ohio, P. E. Boyce, of Indiana, and 52 others, 
inventors, praying Congress for the completion of the Patent 
Office building according to the original! design prepared by 
William P. Elliott, an architect of the city of Washingwn, 
and approved by the President of the United States in the 


p canal around the alls 





_ By Mr. GREEN: The memorial of Colonel George W. 
Morgan, and others, asking an increase of the pension of 
George Momony, a soldier in the Mexican war. 
| By Mr. AIKEN: The memorial of the Chamber of Con- 
| merce of Charleston, South Carolina, praying that an ap- 

propriation be made for deepening the bar and otherwise 
| improving the entrance to the harbor of Charleston, South 


By Mr. PORTER: A memorial signed by J. K. Sheeley, 

and four others, commissioners of the Asylum for the Deaf 

| and Dumb, recently established by the State of Missouri, at 

Fulton, in said State, asking a donation of public land jor 
the use and benefit of said asylum. 

By Mr. ANDREWS: The memorial of James T. Clark 
and others, deputy marshals of Oxford county, Maive, for 
| increase of compensation for taking the census of 1550 

By Mr. DISNEY: The memorial of William Wilson 
Chanceljor, asking Congress to endow the “National Un- 
versity ”’ in Ohio. 

Also, the memorial of merchants, shippers, ship-owners, 
others, of Cincinnati, remonstrating 
against the repeal of the act for the reduction of costs, &¢., 
‘| in admiralty. , 

By Mr. KUHNS: The petition of John C. Plumer, and 

70 other citizens of Westmoreland county, Pennsy!vanit, 
|| praying for the establishment of a direct mail route {row 
| Westnewton to Greensburg, in said county. 

On motion by Mr. HOLLADAY, it was ; 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Messrs. Finnall 
_ & Graham be withdrawn from the files of the House, and 
| be referred again to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. BOYD: The petition of James Sweet, prays 
compensation for a horse lost in the military service 0! tle 

| United States. : 

| By Mr. CHURCHWELL: The memorial of E. Wil, 
|| of Tennessee, praying for the passage of a law authonz0g 
|| the election or appointment of two public printers to Con- 
| gress, one a Democrat and one a Whig. 2 

Also, a memorial, praying for the passage of the ho 


underwriters, and 


Also, a memorial, praying to have the act of 3d March, 
1851, so amended as to have one uniform rate of postage 
| throughout the United States and Territories. ; 
| By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: The memorial 
John 8. Littell, asking for per diem, mileage, &c., for 6% 
testing the seat of J. Robbins, jr., in the 3lst Congress. 
| By Mr. BELL: The petition of citizens of Pattersc® 

township, Dark county, Ohio, praying for the 
| of a mail route from Jacksonville, in said coun 
| mie, in Shelby county, Ohio. ; 
By Mr. CHANDLER : The memorial of sundry vor 
asking for a grant of public land to aid ‘0 
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to the Missouri. bf 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts: The petitions of G. 
By um and others, of Springfield, Massachusetts ; Peter 

s.M a others, of Westfield, Massachusetts ; William 

e a and others, of Salem, Massachusetts ; Moses E. 

Chee 


vn and others, of Burlington, Vermont; Benjamin Van 


apf, 


: sreComb and others, of Watertown, New York; John 
} t 


g. Whipple and others, of New Ipswich, New Hamsphire ; 
ag V, Stetson and others, of Worcester, Massachusetts ; 
ie praying for a modification in the duties on cigars. 
oe “the petition of J. C. Clark & Co. and others, of 

a Massachusetts, for an appropriation for the con- 


a of a ship canal around the falls of the Ste. Marie 


eruc 
aver 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 3, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. L. F. Morean. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
yea communication from the Secretary of War, 
» compliance with an act more effectually to pro- 
yde for the national defence, by establishing a 
yoiform militia throughout the United States, ac- 
ompanied by a report of the Adjutant General 
vith an “* Abstract of the Returns.of the Militia of 
a ee 
outrements and ammunition,’ 
iest returns received by that Department; which 


’ 


ERE CONGRESSIONAL GL 





and others, of West Springfield, Massachusetts ; John | 


the States and Territories, with their arms, ac- | 
taken from the | 


vas read and referred to the Committee on the | 


\ilitia, and ordered to be printed. 

~The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
sea communication from the Secretary of the In- 
wrior, in compliance with the resolution of the 


Senate of the 26th January, transmitting a copy | 


of the instructions given by that Department to 
the Commissioners appointed, pursuant to the act 
of Congress approved March 3, 1851, entitled 
«An act to ascertain and settle the private land 
daims in the State of California,”’’ and also a copy 
of the instructions which have been transmitted to 


the Surveyor General of California in connection | 


with the subject; which was read, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed, 
I a " 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 


atea letter from the Secretary of the Territory of | 


Oregon, transmitting a copy of the Journals of the 
proceedings of the Council and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Legislative Assembly of that Ter- 


ritory; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. MORTON presented a memorial of the as- 
sistant marshals of Hamilton, Jefferson, and Co- 


lumbia counties, Florida, for taking the Seventh | 


Census, praying additional compensation; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BADGER presented a memorial of Wil- 
lam D, Graves, assistant marshal for taking the 


Seventh Census in Caswell county, North Caro- | 


Foreign Relations. 

Also, a petition of E. C. Roberts, and 205 other 
citizens of Ontonagon county, Michigan, praying 
the construction of piers and harbors at the mouth 
of the Ontonagon river, Lake Superior; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, two petitions of the citizens of Houghton 
county and Untonagon county, Michigan, pray- 
ing the construction of a ship canal around the 


Falls of the St. Mary’s river; which were laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of J. A. 
Seawell, a passed midshipman in the Navy, pray- 
ing the allowance of additional pay under a clause 
in the Naval appropriation bill of 1848; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of William Speiden, a purser 
in the Navy, praying to be allowed a commission 
on the military contributions received by him 
while acting purser to the United States frigate 
Congress, on the Pacific coast, during the late war 
with Mexico; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. FISH presented a memorial of insurers, 
ship-owners, merchants, and others, of New York, 
praying that the salary of the United States dis- 
trict judge at Key West, Florida, may be in- 
creased; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, a memorial of merchants and others, of 
New York, praying that the act of March 3, 
1847, for reducing the costs ahd expenses of pro- 
ceedings in admiralty against.ships and vessels 
may not be repealed; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Robert T. Norris, a pilot, | 
praying to be allowed a pension in consideration 
of injuries received why mooring the light-ship 
off Sandy Hook, in 1839; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. COOPER presented a memorial of the 
Board of Trade of Philadelphia, praying that the 
bill to provide for the establishment of a braneh 
Mint at New York may not become a law; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, three petitions of merchants and others, 
citizens of Philadelphia, praying the enlargement 
of the Louisville and Portland Canal; which were 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a petition of inhabitants of Mercer coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, praying that the transportation 
of the’ mails on Sunday may be prohibited by 
law; which was referred to the Committee on the 


| Post Office and Post Roads. 


lina, praying additional compensation; which was | 


referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. MANGUM presented the memorials of | 


Dickson Mallard, of Duplin county; A. Carmi- 


chael, of Wilkes county; Thomas F. Baxter, of | 


Currituck county; Shepherd K. Nash, of Orange 
county; Robert Abernathy, of Gaston county; and 


J, H, Mitchell, of Camden county, assistant mar- | 


thals for taking the Seventh Census in North Car- 
olia, praying additional compensation; which 
were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Pat- 
nck Donohue and others, of the city of New York, 
praying the interference of the United States in 
favor of the oppressed of other nations; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tons, 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, submitted the proceed- 
ings of a meeting of citizens of West Point, lowa, 
® relation to the donation of land asked for the 


venefit of the Dubuque and Keokuck railroad; | 


which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of 
‘ertain citizens, merchants and others, of the city 
ot Philadelphia, praying the construction of an 


A : . a { 
«ditional canal around the Fallsof the Ohio; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


ministrator of Oran Sherwood, praying the ap- | 


pointment of a tribunal to review the decisions of 
the late Board of Commissioners for the settle- 
uent of claims of American citizens against Mex- 


Also, a memorial of citizens of Pittsburg, Penn- 
sylvania, praying the construction of a ship canal 
around the Falls of the St. Mary’s river; which 
was laid upon the table. 

Also, a petition of manufacturers of cigars at 


| Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, praying an increase of 


the duty on imported cigars; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FELCH presented the proceedings of citi- 
zens of Detroit, Michigan, in favor of the con- 
struction of a ship canal around the Falls of the 
St. Mary’s river; which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. CHASE presented two memorials of citi- 
zens of Ohio, praying ghat the transportation of 
the mails on Sunday may be prohibited by law; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, three petitions of citizens of Alleghany 
county, Pennsylvania, praying the construction 
of a ship canal around the Pails of the St. Mary’s 
river; which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. CASS presented three petitions of citizens 
of Pennsylvania, praying the construction of a 
ship canal around the Falls of the St. Mary’s 
river; which were laid upon the table. 

Also, the petition of Frances Elliot, praying 
remuneration for expenses incurred by her late 
husband, Commodore Elliot, for entertnining high 
official personages while commanding the United 
States squadron in the Mediterranean; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of seven- 
teen insurance companies in Boston, praying that 


|| a light-ship, with a fog-bell on board, may be 
Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of the ad- | 


moored in the slue between the shoals off Cape 

Roman, on the coast of South Carolina; which 

was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Also, the memorial of seventeen insurance com- 


| panies in Boston, praying that the salary of the | 


OBS. 





ee ee. 


. : i . . . s as : . 
~ yotion of a railroad from Burlington, on the Missis- |! 1co; which was referred to the Committee on United States district judge at Key West, Flori- 


da, may be increased; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judicary. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the memorial of 
Kennedy & Darling, praying for payment of their 
Indian store and goods destroyed by the Seminole 
Indians, in Florida; which was referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

Mr. SPRUANCE presented the memorial of 
John D. Bird and others, holders of claims upon 
the late Republic of Texas, provided for by the 
act of September 9, 1850, praying that they may 
be paid upon their comphance with the require- 
ments prescribed by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury; Which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. ° 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South Car- 
olina, praying an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the entrance of the harbor of that city; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, presented the memorial of 
Harriet De la Palm Baker, only daughter of Fred- 
erick H. Weissenfels, an officer in the Army of 
the Revolution, praying a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the memorial of 
C. Alexander, praying to be allowed to execute 
the printing and binding of the returns of the 
Seventh Census; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a document 
in favor of the construction of a line of railroads 
from Lafayette, through Peoria and Burlington, 
to the Missouri river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of C. E. Greneaux, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Comuiitiee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

On motion by Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Oliver Folsom, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the executor of Carter 
Page, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of H. N. Dennison, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revolution 
ary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Eliza Evans, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of Lewis Morris, submitted an adverse report; 
which was read. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of William C. Easton, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief, 

The bill was read and passed to a second read- 
ing, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to which was referred the bill to author- 
ize the payment of invalid pensions in certain cases, 
reported the same with an amendment. 

He also submitted a report on the subject, which 
was ordered to be printed. 


INDIAN SUPERINTENDENCY IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, to which was re- 
ferred the bill to provide for the appointment of a 
Superintendent of Indian affairs in California, to 
report a substitute, by way of amendment, for the 
whole bill, and to request the Senate to act upon 
it immediately. I therefore ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to consider the bill at this 
time. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope that no Senator will ob- 
ject to the consideration of the bill at this time. 
California is the only portion of the territory of 
the United States without a Superintendent of In- 
dian ailairs. This bill is to provide for the ap- 
pointment of such an officer. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the bill asin Committee of the Whole. 

The substitute of the Committee on Indian Af- 
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fairs provides that the 6th section of the act of || 


May 6th, 1822, entitled ‘* An act to amend an act 
entitled * An act to regulate trade and intercourse 
with the Indian tribes, and to preserve peace on 
the Indian frontier,’ approved 30th March, 1802,” 
also, the 5th section of an act approved April 
95th, 1824, entitled ** An act to enable the Presi- 
dent to hold treaties with certain Indian tribes,” 
be revived and extended to the State of California, 
for the purpose of establishing a Superintendency 


of Indian affairs for that State; and that the Pres- | 


ident, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, be authorized to appoint a Superintendent 
of Indian affairs to reside in said State, who shall 
possess the same powers and be subject to the 
same duties as the Superintendent of Indian affairs 
at St. Louis, Missouri. 

It further provides that the said Superintendent 
of Indian affairs shall have an annual salary not 
exceeding That he shall be allowed a 
clerk, whose compensation shall not exceed 
per annum. ; 

Mr. ATCHISON. The Senate will perceive 
that the bill proposes to create the office of Super- 
intendent of indian affairs for the State of Cali- 
fornia. I presume there will be no objection to 
that. The only question is as to the amount of 
compensation. 
** $5,000," and the second blank with ‘* $2,500;"’ 
so that the salary of the Superintendent shall not 
exceed $5,000, nor that of the clerk $2,500. 

The amendments to the amendment were agreed 
to, and the amendment as amended was adopted. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendment was concurred in, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

TENURE OF ARMY APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution 

for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
that all commissions in the Army of the United States here 
after shall be for a limited time, which shall be expressed in 
the commissions. 


CHARGE D’AFFAIRES TO SWITZERLAND. 
Mr. BRODHEAD submitted the following res- 
olution for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of making provision 


I move to fill the first blank with | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 





The bill was reported from the Committee on | 


Naval Affairs with amendments. 
The first amendment-proposed to strike out the 


following, which immediately succeeds the enact- | 


ing clause: 

“That summary courts-martial may be ordered upon 
petty officers, and persons of inferior ratings, by the com- 
mander of any vessel in the Navy, for the trial of offences 
which he may deem deserving of greater punishment than 
the commander of a vessel is, by the act approved twenty- 
third April, eighteen hundred, now authorized to inflict of 


his own authority, but not sufficient to require trial by gen- | 


eral court-martial. 

‘Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That summary 
courts-martial shall consist of three commissioned officers 
and of some person competent to actas recorder: Provided, 
That in cases where commissioned officers cannot be de- 
tailed for such service, said Court may be composed of any 
officers of or above the rank of passed midshipman. Be- 
tore proceeding to trial, the members sliall take the tollow- 
ing oath or affirmation, which the recorder is hereby author- 
ized to administer : 

*©*1,A8B,do solemnly swear (or affirm) thatI will well 
and truly try, without prejudice or partiality, the case now 
pending, according to the evidence which shall be adduced, 
the laws for the government of the Navy, and my own con- 
science.’ 

** After which the recorder of the court shall take the 
following oath or affirmation, which the senior member of 
the court shall administer: ‘1, A B, do solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that | will keep a true record of the evidence 
which may be given before this court, and of the proceed- 
ings thereof,’ 

‘See. 3. And be it further enacted, That the commander 
of a ship shall have authority to order any officer under his 
command to act as the recorder of a summary court-mar- 
tial. 

iT] Sec. 4. 


| given before such court shall be given orally, on oath or 


by law, tor the usual outfitand salary of a Chargé d’ Affaires 


to Switzerland. 


FLORIDA SENATORIAL ELECTION, 


The Senate proceedéd to ballot for a member of | 


the Committee on the Florida Senatorial Election 


Case, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the with- || 
Thirty-nine votes were | 


drawal of Mr. Berrien. 
given, of which 


Mr. Badger received. . 2.02. ccesecccseee 016 
ee ee 
Bie. LORE. io.4 denitindine sakeath wenn le 
Rie. Tier Os 608 0400 043 «Shame ea ada 
Oi Tie i. ate a tee aiden achat ne hates Ate 
DEY GG 25 cs nahn haes a ketie eek oe 
Mr. Davis, (already on the committee).... 1 

39 


Mr. Bapeer having received the largest number 
_ of votes was declared duly elected, and the com- 
mittee now consists of Messrs. Bapcer, Bricur, 
Davis, Mason, and Pearce. 
DISCIPLINE IN THE NAVY. 

Mr. BADGER. I gave notice yesterday that 
I should ask the Senate to take up the bill, re- 
ported by me from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to enforce discipline and promote good con- 
duct in the naval service of the United States, and 
dispose of it this morning. 
of submitting that motion now. I would say to 
the Senate, that the bill as reported is precisely 
the same as the one which passed the Senate with 
great unanimity at the last session. It is highly 
important that 1t should be acted on immediately, 
as squadrons are now preparing to go to sea; and 
it is highly important that the officers should carry 
with them some lawful authority to enforce dis- 
cipline. I hope, then, that there will be no objec- 
tion to taking up and disposing of the bill this 
morning. I move to postpone the prior orders, 
and take up that bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was read the second time; and the Sen- 
ate 
the Whole. 


I rise for the purpose | 


vroceeded to consider it as in Committee of | 


affirmation, which the senior member of the court shali ad- 
minister, 


“See. 5. And beit further enacted, Thatsummary courts- | 
martial may sentence petty officers, and persons of inferior | 
j 


ratings, to the following punishments. 
And insert the following: 


“That the commander of @ny vessel in the Navy, or of | 
any shore station, shall have authority to punish offences | 


committed by petty officers and persons of inferior ratings, 
by any one or more of the following punishments, to wit: 
**]. By diminishing their rations ; by restricting their diet 
to bread and water; by imposing extra police and other 
duties ; and in cases of theft, in addition to any of the fore- 


going punishments, by making good from the wages of the | 
offender to the owner the value of the article or articles | 


stolen, and obliging the offender to wear, for any time not 


exceeding ten days, a badge with the word ‘thief’ thereon.” 


The residue of the fifth section remained unal- 
tered, as follows: 


** 1st. Discharge from the service, with bad conduct dis- 
charge. 
‘*2d. Solitary confinement in irons, single or double, on 


bread and water: Provided, No such confinement shall ex- | 


ceed thirty days. 


** 3d. Solitary confinement in irons, single or double, not || 


exceeding thirty days. 

** 4th. Solitary confinement not exceeding thirty days. 

** Sth. Confinement not exceeding two mouths. 

** 6th. Reduction to next inferior rating. 

7.4. Ball and chain, but not to be worn at sea. 

‘8th. Deprivation of liberty on shore. 

** And loss of pay, not to exceed three months, may be 
added to any of the above-mentioned punishments. ’”’ 


The next amendment proposed to strike out 
from the sixth section these words: 


**' That no such sentence shall be carried into execution | 


| without the approval of the officer ordering the court, who 





shail have power to remit in part or altogether, but not to 
commute any such sentences. ’’ 


It also proposed to amend the residue of the | 


section, which is in these words, by striking out 
the words ** by a summary court-martial:” 

‘And provided, That no sentence to solitary confinement 
shall be directed to be carried into execution until the sur- 
geon or senior medical officer on board, at the time, has ex- 
amined the prisoner and certified that it can be done with- 


out serious injury to his health; and it shall be the duty of 


the commander to remit the whole or any part of any sen- 


tence [by a@ summary court-martial,] the execution of 
which would, in the opinion of said surgeon or senior med- | 


ical officer, produce such injury.”’ 


Sections seven, eight, and nine, remain unal- 
tered, thus: 


“Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the command- 
er of every ship or vessel in the Navy shail cause a con- 
duct book to be kept, embracing every petty officer and 
person of inferior rating under his ,command, in which 
shall be noted every instance of meritorious or bad cunduct 
of each man ; and whenever a man is discharged, either at 


or before the expiration of his term of service, he shall take || 


care that his general character be noted on his discharge, 
giving to those who merit them, Good Conduct Discharges; 
and to those who deserve them, Bad Conduct Discharges ; 
and to those whose condugt shall merit no particular note, 
discharges in the usual form: Provided, That the charac- 


ter to be given on a discharge shall be ascertained and es- | 
tablished under such rules as shall be prescribed by the | 


Navy Departinent. 

‘Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That any petty officer, 
or person of inferior rating, who shall be discharged with a 
good conduct discharge, after a service of not less than two 
years, shall have a preference on reéntering the service, 


BE. 


|, ficer, or person of inferior rating, who sh 


ind be it further enacted, That all testimony 











and in advance to higher ratings over persons of 
qualifications, but who have not so served: and wh 
a petty officer, or person of inferior rating, shail be ben 
ferred from one ship or statiun to another, his ; trans. 
shall be noted on the transfer roll. pos Character 
‘Sec. 9. .and be it further enacted, That every petty of 
‘ v4 all receive = 
conduct discharge, after a continuous service of 


than two years, shall, if he reénters within three 
aiter his discharge, be entitled to a credit on the books of 
the ship to which he may be first ordered, of three sha s a 
wages, at his former rating; and after twenty eae 
vice in the Navy, with good conduct discharges at the - 
mination of each enlistment, every such petty officer or, real 
son of inferior rating shall be entitled to admission hy 
provision in the naval asylum for life, with half the ino - 
ly wages of his last enlistment.’’ _ 
_ The amendments proposed to strike out 
tenth and eleventh sections, which. are jp 
words: 

“Sec. 10. nd be it further enacted, That commanding 
officers may, of their own authority, punish offences oo,” 
miited by petty officers, and others of inferior ratings. y),, . 
their command, by solitary or other confinement ; by di 
minishing their rations; by restricting their diet to fe a 
and water; by imposing extra police and other duties: he 
withholding permission to leave the ship on liberty, wher 
such indulgence is granted to others of the ship’s company: 
and in case of theft not exceeding the value of five dollars 
by making good from the wages of the offender to the s 
the value of the article or articles proved to have pm n 
stolen, and obliging the offender to wear, for any tine not 
exceeding ten days, a_badge with the word “ Thiefy> », ‘ 
such commanding officer may combine any two of ion 
punishments at his discretion. But solitary contineme, 

| thus directed shall not exceed fifteen days, nor other ¢losp 

|, confinement twenty days; wor shall any of the other 

ishments hereby authorized be continued for a longer time 

|| than thirty days, nor so long, asin the opinion of the surgeon 

| or senior medical officer present, its continuance Would se. 

| riously affect the health of the offender. If the offences 
shall be deemed to require severer punishment, the offender 
may be confined, until he can be brought to trial before 
court, either general or summary, or his release is ord red 

1] by proper authority. 

i} ‘Sec. ll. And be it further enacted, That the proceed. 
ings of summary courts-martial shall be conducted with as 
much conciseness and precision as may be consistent with 
the ends of justice, and under such forms and rules as may 

| be prescribed by the Secretary of the Navy, with the ap- 

| proval of the President of the United States; and all such 

proceedings shall be transmitted, in the usual mode, to the 

Navy Department. ”’ 

The next amendment proposed to strike out 
from the twelfth section the words, “to be in. 
flicted by a summary court-martial.’’ The section 
| is as follows: 

“Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That any punish- 
ments authorized by this act [to be inflicted by a summary 
court-martial,] may likewise be inflicted by any general 
court-martial. ”’ 

Mr. BADGER. I will explain to the Senate 
|| the purpose of the amendments which have been 
reported. The bill, as reported from the commit- 
| tee, and as it passed the Senate at the last session, 

contemplates the establishment of summary courts- 
|, martial for the purpose of trying petty officers and 

persons of inferior ratings on board ships, and 

giving to those courts the power to inflict the pun- 
||} ishments which are mentioned in the bill. The 

committee directed me—withouta dissenting voice, 
| all the members of the committee being present— 
| to report the amendments which have just been 
| read. The effect of them is simply to strike out 
| from the bill the provision for summary courts- 
| martial and to leave to the commanding officer to 
inflict the punishments which, in the bill, are pre- 
scribed as a substitute for the corporal punish- 
ment which was abolished by a proviso to the 
naval appropriation bill at the session before last. 
The committee were clearly of Opinion, that what- 
ever punishments the bill proposes as a substitute 
for corporal punishment, should be placed in the 
hands of the commanding officer of a vessel as 10- 
dispensable to his authority and influence and 
control over the crew; that whatever means of dis- 

ae . ] 
cipline Congress thought proper to provide, should 
be put into his hands without the intermediate ms- 
chinery of summary courts-martial. That 1s the 
effect of the amendments. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
| and the amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. HALE. I offer the following as an addi- 
tional section: 

And be it further enacted, That all commissions in = 
Navy of the United States hereafter shall be for the term 
ten years, which shall be expressed in said commission. 


| I do not want to discuss it. I simply ask to 
have the yeas and nays upon it. ’ 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 7, nays 30; as follows: 


|| WEAS—Messrs. Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dods® 
| of Iowa, Hale, Jones of lowa, Sumner, and Walker—‘- 
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